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EDITORIAL
I’m pleased to finally present my first issue as your new editor of Sidescreen.  It’s been 
quite the journey bringing this together for you, and if the last month has taught me 
anything, it’s that this is no ordinary procedural magazine.  

From speaking with many of you, I know Sidescreen lives in your hearts as a much 
enjoyed and anticipated document of our club and its members.  I’ve also learnt that 
it is equally about the people as it is about the cars, which is why you won’t find me 
messing with the legacy of Mary and my predecessors.  My aim as Editor, is to stay true 
to the intent and purpose of Sidescreen and continue to showcase your stories and 
celebrations.

I do, however, hope to bring some new creative stylings, assisted by my good friend and 
colleague, Sam Morel, who joins me as the Creative Lead for our new look magazine.  
I hope you like the new Sidescreen logo, inspired by the sliding sidescreens of our TRs, 
and the new seasonal colourways of our cover.  On the pages inside you will find some 
subtle changes, which I hope you enjoy, along with some excellent contributions from 
our members.

To all those of you who have reached out to me with words of gratitude and support, 
thank you.  To Mary, thank you for building the legacy of Sidescreen and for your five 
years at the helm.  I know I have big shoes to fill, and I hope that my small contribution 
lives up to your expectations.

Enjoy 

Paul Mathers
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Greetings Members! 

I’d like to give a big thank you to Mary Bird our esteemed editor who has been 
producing our great Sidescreen magazine for the past 5 years. Mary put her own stamp 
on the magazine, taking over from Jenny and Terry Hicks, who for too many years for 
me to remember, also produced a great mag. Mary, due to health reasons, has decided 
it’s time to pass the pen to another scribe, although she will actively be helping Bob with 
the production of the 50th Anniversary Book. 

On behalf of all the Committee and Members we thank you Mary and wish you good 
health in the months to come. 

Our new scribe is Paul Mathers a Victorian member, who I’m sure will put his mark on 
our Sidescreen. Welcome Paul. 

I would like to thank all the committee for renominating; I look forward to another 
great year working with you all.

To members, again I put a call out for a Treasurer, as Tony wishes to retire from the 
position. I ask you to please give this opportunity due consideration. Tony has produced 
a detailed procedure booklet making the transition very easy. We are also seeking two 
members to take casual committee vacancies as Colin has stepped down from the 
committee but will still attend to the website.

There must be somebody out of our 320 membership who would like to give back 
to the club.

Concours is fast approaching, please get your entries in. 

Sidescreen production costs are on the rise again, so I ask you to email Steve or myself 
if you are happy to receive it electronically.  If you have done this before, please confirm 
your preference. If you’d like to continue with hard copy you don’t need to do anything.
 
A New Parts shipment has arrived. Due to freight and production costs there is a slight 
increase.

Membership subscriptions are due. If you haven’t paid please do so and remember to 
put your name, membership number and the date you paid.

Bob is still taking orders for the 50th Anniversary book. A limited number will be 
produced so once they are gone, they are gone and you miss out on a wonderful piece 
of TR Register history.

As some of you are aware, whilst we were in Canada Tracey’s father unexpectantly 
passed away. A total shock for all the family, we cut our adventure short and returned 
home. We are now, along with her sister and husband, taking on running the farm. 
There just isn’t enough time in the day.

That’s it for this edition.

It’s Never too Far in a TR. 

Ian Cuss
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I get my TR out about once a month at present and haven’t been working
on it either so there’s very little in the way of current stories unfortunately. 

It’s a busy time of life but I would like to do a few things before the run to the 
Concours.  The last time I drove my TR was to enter it in the display at Newcastle 
foreshore for the MG car club’s EuroFest. There were a lot of cars there across a 
large number of marques, including lots of young people displaying their modern 
sports cars - BMW, Mercedes AMG, Porsche,  VW, and so on – however there were 
still plenty of classics in the park. 

It was a sunny but fresh morning.  An interesting conversation 
saw a gentleman in his mid-80s offering to sell me his 300kW 
Nissan 350Z, featuring Lamborghini doors, which he had
recently raced in the Targa Tasmania. He introduced himself 
saying he had a TR3 many years ago and had rolled it. 

I was amazed that he was able to tell the story.

VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Here we are now well into the new financial year and pleasingly 154 Members 
have renewed their Membership.That only leaves about 180 still to do so!  Come on, 
it’s only $50 for a whole new year’s enjoyment.  Think of all the benefits – driving your TR 
with other like-minded enthusiasts, social activities, the Sidescreen magazine and savings 
on the purchase of spare parts, both new and second-hand.

Speaking of Sidescreen, I remind members that your subscription requires you to be a 
current financial member as recorded in the database.  Whilst some leeway is given the 
system automatically drops those off who are not current.

So once again please RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP for 2026 / 2027 if you haven’t 
already done so.

The TR Register Membership year expires for all members on 30th June.

Full Membership fee is	 $50
Associate Membership	 $25
New Membership 	 Complimentary for the first year or part thereof.

The preferred method for payment of your membership fees is by Direct Deposit as follows:

TR Register Westpac Bank Account

Account Name: 		  TR Register Australia
BSB:                      	  032 087
Account No:        	  152432

Please make sure you add your name and if possible, your Membership No. in the 
description so I can identify your payment.

For those members unable to pay by Direct Debit payment by cheque or Credit Cardis 
still possible by:

No new members have joined since the last edition of Sidescreen.

•	 emailing your Credit card No, Expiry Date and, for security purposes,  
	 on a separate email the CVC No. to the Membership Officer 
	 membership@tr-register.com.au)
•	 or posting your cheque to the Membership Officer

New & Rejoined Members

No new members have joined since the last edition of Sidescreen.
The Membership Officer TR Register Australia 12A Stanhope Street Mont Albert VIC 3127

Rowan Burns

Andrew Pitchford

TRIUMPHS AT EUROFEST 2026
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Concours planning is in the final stages, and the regalia order form is both on the website and 
enclosed with this edition of Sidescreen. The committee is also investigating the option of a 50th 
Anniversary metal grille badge, and further details will be available as they come to hand.

Mary is putting the finishing touches to the book which will go to the printers in late August. 
This will ensure that the printing will be finished and the book available at the Concours 
in Orange in October.  Even at this late stage it is still possible to order a book provided the order 
is received no later than Friday 21st August. 

Rather than including an order form with Sidescreen, which only adds to the cost of publication, 
if you are interested, please email me or call me on 0408 502 350. I will email an order form direct 
to you or take your details over the phone. 

The book is A4 size (same as Sidescreen) and is available in soft or hard cover, printed 
in Melbourne on quality paper and richly illustrated with photos and Register history. 
To keep costs affordable, the Register will subsidise the cost of the book by $15 per copy.  
The soft cover book will cost $10, the hard cover version, $35.

The book will be available for collection at the Concours in Orange or posted to your home. 
Postage and packing are $20 per copy. Postage for additional copies is $22 for two copies or $25 
for three.

Limited copies will be available for sale at the Concours. The price subsidy is only available on 
pre-ordered copies, so the prices at the Concours are $25 and $50 respectively.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mary Bird for the terrific job she has done 
as Editor of Sidescreen for the past five years and to welcome Paul Mathers to the role. 

I hope to see many of you at Orange and to share the celebrations of this significant anniversary 
of the club.

Bob Watters 

HISTORIAN’S REPORT
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TONY’S TEST
Question:   What, where and when? 
                  (see page 12 for answer)



YOUTUBE REPORT

Colin Baldock

Happy winter edition. It may be cold but remember that this is summer weather in England 
so get the TR out in the weather it was designed for!

I have been adding a lot of YouTube clips on a Media Page including David Ferguson’s and Rowan 
Burns ‘Love Where You Live’ clips so they are easy to find. I have also added a few random 
YouTube clips on TRs that have appeared over the years. Great for an inspiration to get your car 
out of the garage! 

I have also been working on getting information on how our site is being accessed and how often. 
As you can see from the graph, the results are surprising. We are getting about 60 users a day 
but 50% of our traffic comes from Singapore! Dig a little deeper and these hits are resulting from 
search engine enquiries for “Triumph TR for sale”.  Has anyone sold a TR into Singapore lately?

The channel has been a little quiet following the Port Fairy trip, however I hope to have 
another video up by the time this Sidescreen hits the streets! 

We now have 229 subscribers and have had 648 views in the last month - the Port Fairy trip 
mostly. Interestingly, the video on David Orchard’s TR has been viewed over 2,100 times. 
I have no idea why twice as many people watched it compared with the previous videos. 
It might be just a quirk of  YouTube!

We have many subscribers around the world, and all of the comments posted have been 
favourable so far. I think we are perhaps the only Triumph club posting video content focused on 
our members and their cars. There are plenty of mechanics posting on restorations and repairs 
but not so much the driving experience.

In addition to the videos, I have been putting together the odd song about Triumphs, TRs 
in particular. These started out by accident on John McCormack’s “Red TR2 to Thorpy” video 
where I found I could write lyrics and have Suno perform them. Prior to that, I thought 
it was only instrumental. I have tried to make them relevant to you. 

Colin has made space on the website under “Media” to list all of the songs. 
You can click on them and play them any time. 

If you have any suggestions for improvements or ideas, I am more than happy to hear them.

David Ferguson
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WEBMASTER’S REPORT 



PAUL KELLY’S 2001 CONCOURS-WINNING  TR3A

It was 25 years ago that the Concours was held in Canberra, an event which attracted a record 
entry of 71 Sidescreens and 4 Dorettis. Although that record has not yet been broken, by all ac-
counts it may well fall at Orange in October.

Paul Kelly’s superb red TR3A won the top award for a record equaling fifth time and was awarded 
the Laurie Cousin Automotive Trophy. This trophy was donated by the late Laurie Cousin for the 
first Concours in 1978 and continues to be awarded to the winner of the Originality Class to this 
day. The Concours Class was renamed Originality Class in 2017.  

Paul from (NSW) also won the award for the Best TR3A. The Best TR2 award was won by Ian 
Cuss (VIC), the Best TR3 was won by Roger Walker (VIC) and the Best TR3B was won by Terry 
Goodall (NSW). 

The other award winners were: 
Road Class (Boyce Beeton Memorial Trophy )	 Gary Wilkinson TR3A (NSW)
 Competition (Harry Firth Trophy) 	 Andrew Gibson TR3A (NSW) 

Derivative 	 Louis Maroya Doretti (NSW)
People’s Choice 	 Ken Copeland TR2 (VIC)
Encouragement Award 	 Chris Bellamy TR3A (VIC)
Rookie Award 	 Gary Waite TR3A (VIC)
Restoration Award 	 Brian Richards TR3A (NSW)
MOSS Award 	 Allan Wright TR3 (NSW) 

2001 also saw the introduction of the TT (Triumph Tour) with a two-week tour 
of Tasmania by 16 couples. Organised by Rick and Joan Fletcher and Geoff and Allana James, this 
was a well planned and interesting tour that was the forerunner of many more such events over 
the coming years. 

These events along with all the local runs organised by the State Coordinators were a great way 
to celebrate the club’s 25th anniversary and set a high standard for future events.

Bob Watters 
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LOOKING BACK  TO THE 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TR REGISTER



Kerrie Holliday

THE LADIES WHO CONCOURS
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We’re fast approaching the very pointy end of preparations for the Concours and After Tour
commencing 23rd October and the excitement is building.  You still have until 23rd September 
to make your booking, as catering numbers will need to be finalized by then. It’s not too late 
to join this wonderful and historic celebration. 

The Booking Form is available on the website. Please read the General Information on Orange 
on the website to assist you in completing this form, particularly if you are new to attending 
a concours. 

A few clicks are all it takes. Once you’re done, a summary of costs is generated and emailed 
to you for approval and payment. Please do check that you have actually entered the Concours 
itself, as the accommodation numbers do not tally with the Concours bookings I’ve received.

CONCOURS REGALIA

Regalia can now be ordered via the website; through the email you should have already received 
or as an insert in this Sidescreen. With this being our 50th Anniversary year, all members are 
welcome to place orders, regardless of attendance in at the Concours.  As usual, regalia will be 
distributed at the Friday afternoon registration for attendees. Those unable to attend can have 
their regalia posted directly for a small additional cost.

We have men’s and women’s polos, a nostalgic retro crew, caps and patches. Personalisation 
is available at no additional cost. We have a choice of colours and embroidery threads for polo 
shirts, including gold for our anniversary year. If you’d like to have a pocket for your glasses, 
that is also an option.

Anniversary caps can have your name and number plate or commission number added to the 
sides for a small additional cost. You can even have your hat embroidered with your car colour, 
at no additional cost.

The deadline to order is 16th August.

CONCOURS COMMUNIQUES



RUSSELL ROBERT’S TR3A,  LOOKING OUT ON MT CANOBOLAS
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AWARDS AND TROPHIES AT THE CONCOURS

There will be a variety of awards presented at Saturday’s Presentation Dinner. Some of these need 
your help and a little bit of explanation, such as The MOSS Award - a humorous, perpetual trophy 
presented to a member who commits the most entertaining or memorable blunder of the year. 
Created by Rick Fletcher in 1997, “MOSS” stands for Most Outstanding Spectacular Stuff Up. 
One can only receive this prestigious award once, so if you know anyone worthy of this award, 
please let us know so that the Register Committee can make their assessment.

The People’s Choice Award is a peer-voted honour. Attendees receive voting slips at 
registration and place their choices into a designated ballot box, usually located at the Regalia 
tent or the Information table. This award recognises the car that best captures the crowd’s 
imagination for whatever reason.

Some awards are presented with perpetual trophies that have engraved name plates attached, 
recognizing past winners. If you have one of these, please arrange to have it returned to the 
Concours in Orange if you are not attending yourself.



DONT FORGET TO BRING ALL YOUR BITS AND PIECES

LANYARDS
Lanyards are a good place to keep your People’s Choice voting slips so that you have them readily 
available at Saturday’s display at Robertson Park. New members will receive a complementary 
lanyard at Registration. If you’ve forgotten to bring yours a replacement can be purchased from 
the Regalia tent at a nominal cost. Lanyards will have names, state, car type, along with a summary 
of event locations, times and payments made for events attended.

JUDGING 
If you feel that you can assist with the official judging on the day, contact Ian Cuss, the Head Judge.
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MOUNT CANOBOLAS
Mount Canobolas is an extinct volcano located 13km southwest of Orange, with a summit 
reaching 1,397m above sea level. It can be seen opposite in the background of this photo of mem-
ber Russell Robert’s TR3A, taken at his property. 

Thank you, Russell, for this great photo. 

Mount Canobolas, in the Mount Canobolas State Conservation Area, is the highest peak between 
the Blue Mountains and Perth and offers spectacular sweeping 360-degree views.  We will visit 
the mountain on Sunday morning after the Register Forum, travelling on a winding sealed road 
to the summit.  We will have morning tea on return from the summit with a stroll around Lake 
Canobolas before our Farewell Lunch.

If you have any questions about the Concours or the After Tour, please email me at 
kerrieholliday@hotmail.com



OLD BATTERY BOX 

NEW BATTERY BOX INSTALLED
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BATTERY BOX REPLACEMENT

A feeling of dampness around your upper legs is not something 
you want. Trust me, I have had it for a few years!   You see, after 
66 years, the battery box had rotted out. Whenever it rained, 
water found its way through the corroded bottom and drained 
out onto my legs.

I bought a replacement box and have been talking on and off 
with a panel beater about getting it fixed. After about five years, 
he finally got around to doing it this month.  Now, if I was doing 
a body-off restoration, it would have been easier. Just cut out 
the old one and weld in the new. The problem with doing it as 
a maintenance job is that there are wires and other things that 
burn inside. On the outside are hydraulic lines, heater hoses, 
and things that burn. So, after much discussion, we decided he 
would cut out the old box and, using a combination of screws 
and polyurethane sealant, fit the new box. If a future custodian 
performs a bare-shell restoration, they can easily weld it.

Brian used a grinder to cut the box but, to be safe, had wet 
rags both inside and around the area he was cutting - sparks 
and automotive parts are not a good combination – and 
thankfully, no damage was done. The whole exercise took 
about 10 hours because the firewall was not in its original 
shape. The car has been in a good crash at some point, and its 
dimensions are not the same as when it rolled off the
 production line. 

I am very happy with the result. No more damp legs, and the 
carpet should last a bit longer. Not only that. I no longer fear 
a battery falling through the firewall and raising the excitement 
level.

Neville Turbit

HOME WORKSHOP 

TONY’S TEST ANSWER:

A development of the TR Italia by Neil Revington 
at the 2009 TSOAConcours in Victoria. 

I believe this car is no longer in Australia.



PAUL SCOTT’S RESTORED TR3A
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MY TR3A RESTORATION JOURNEY

I bought my TR3A, sight unseen and with only photos for 
reference, in January 2025 and subsequently had the car 
trucked from Queensland to Batemans Bay.

On arrival and closer examination, I discovered that while the 
person who built the car had done a good job under the car, 
he was not so good at restoring the bodywork. The car drove 
well on the road, but the front was very badly fitted with huge 
gaps, bolts incorrectly positioned, poor bracket welds and 
so on.  Fortunately the person who services my car is Terry 
Goodall who a lot of TR members would know.

After a couple of months, the front panels along with the 
gearbox were removed, the ‘box replaced with a reconditioned 
alternative with overdrive, purchased from another club 
member in Melbourne.  We also installed an alternator before 
starting on those front panels.

As Terry’s work progressed, he gave me the opportunity 
to review the work before proceeding further.  Realising that 
Terry was under a lot of stress with my project, each time 
I inspected the work, I slipped him a couple of bottles of red 
to ease the pain!  After recently having the TR detailed you can 
really appreciate Terry’s knowledge and workmanship.

I am very grateful for Terry’s work and now truly understand 
the passion for TRs.  I look forward to driving to Orange 
in October following Terry & Leslie in their TR.

Paul Scott 

WINE FOR FAVOURSSOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
MYSTERY SOLVED?
In the last Sidescreen, Damian Foley was talking about his car, 
and one sentence jumped out.

It came to WA in 2005 with SA registration SYH225, fell out 
of license and was reregistered here in WA some 20 years later.

That sounded familiar. I bought my TR3A in Sydney fifty years 
ago. It was unregistered but had previously been registered in 
South Australia, as SNV 818 in the name of Andrew Kumnick. 
It had expired on 4 February 1976, there was no commission 
plate, the engine number did not align with the bodywork and 
the paintwork was not original.

I have heard that someone in South Australia was importing 
container loads of wrecked TRs around that time and putting 
together bits and pieces to make a car. Since my car was in a 
major accident that significantly damaged one side, I thought 
it might have come from that assembly line. Perhaps Damian’s 
car came from the same factory?

On the other hand, given there was no way to check 
registration in those days, it could have been stolen, driven 
to Sydney, commission plate removed and sold to me. I didn’t 
think to check if the person I bought it from was really 
Andrew Kumnick. I might have been driving a stolen 
car for fifty years!

Neville Turbit



A DEVIL’S BARGAIN 

I’d always said that the only reason I’d sell my Triumph is to buy my Ferrari… A glib line, but since 
I was a kid, I’ve always wanted a Ferrari.  But the dream of Ferrari ownership is easily lost in family 
commitments, mortgage payments and the daily hustle of working for a living. My TR3A was great 
and I had no plans to change.

But a number of years back, I happened to pass Shannons’ Sydney showroom with a few minutes 
to spare, so dropped in. They had lots of glorious stuff, including two Ferraris - a 512BB – which 
I sat in, but it was small and uncomfortable. And a 1973 365 GT4 2+2 in Rossa Corso, Cavallino 
on the sides, Cromodora cast-magnesium wheels and crema leather interior, all complimented 
by a 4-litre V12 with six downdraft Webers.  Even better, it fit like a glove. 

We started it up – it ran roughly, but the sales guy said it was ‘…stale fuel – a tune up would fix 
it…’. The engine noises sounded expensive to me but perhaps he was right. The price at the time? 
$28,000.  So, an affordable Ferrari?  Well perhaps, just.  A nice thought, but to be considered and 
dismissed. 

Two weeks passed before Shannons called. “We can do it for $24,000 or offer. It’s got to go”, he 
said.  Suddenly the decision was real.  I could afford it and I could garage it – but only if I sold the 
Triumph! 

I always promised myself I’d own a Ferrari before I died… so I’ll sell the old Triumph.

Then I thought of the day I bought it, sight unseen, only to find it was a complete wreck. ‘You’ll fix 
it”, my wife, Danute, said with complete certainty.  Such confidence in me.  I recalled the weekends 
spent doing seemingly endless and often unpleasant jobs -  eleven years of restoration, on and off, 
weekends and evenings. I bought the Triumph because it had a rear seat suitable for my 7-year-old 
daughter and by the time it was finished, she was 18 and wanted to drive it! 

I remembered how work on the car became enjoyable after a fellow 3A owner offered to help, 
and so we became friends with Doug and Sue Brodie.

TRIUMPH VS FERRARI

HARDWORKING DANUTE REVILL POLISHING THE CAR

014J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  T R  R E G I S T E R   O F  A U S T R A L I A       J U LY  -  A U G U S T  2 0 2 6



And then there was the driving.  Just driving the old TR gives so much pleasure to so many people.  
We enjoyed our first run with the TR-Register up to Leura in the Blue Mountains and taking our 
friends who live in Blackheath for a drive. The first competition runs – Ringwood Hillclimb at 
Raymond Terrace, GEAR at Wakefield... 

Our first TR-Register concourse at Armidale, and the wine-inspired, ensuing project to dress it up 
to enter the Competition class.  The white circles are still on, and the TR certainly looks, feels and 
sounds like a racing car, with its snappy little aero screens and cut-down doors.  Of course, more 
concours followed with Danute and I driving together on long trips, generally with the Brodies. 
Armidale, Adelaide, Bendigo, Thredbo… Bendigo meant towing a trailer from Newcastle with a full 
size diorama to surround the car to look like Le Mans of 1958 – the artwork was crude, but with 
backdrop, flags, sound and Stirling Moss as the driver…. We felt it was a great effort to do 
something a bit different. 

There were competitions at Wakefield Park, Oran Park at Eastern Creek, hillclimbs and rallies. 
Then sometimes 1,000km - long blasts, often with both Danute and I heavily rugged up, 
thundering through the dark and icy cold nights on the Hume Highway heading south, 
to get to Sandown, Philip Island and Winton. 

‘Triumphs in the Hunter’. Monthly meetings amongst friends. Luskintyre with the Tiger moths. 
Mike Leonard’s Tulip Runs.  Steamfest. Winter runs to Hunter Valley Gardens. 

The Ferrari would mean giving all this up…

I called the salesman and said thanks but no thanks. I’m keeping the Triumph unto death 
do us part. The same Ferrari (or one very similar) was recently asking $150,000. 

Skip the pasta, it’s bangers and mash for dinner….! 

Bill Revill 

DANUTE REVILL AND THE FERRARI I ALMOST BOUGHT FOR 26K
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TUNE YOUR TRIUMPH DAY 

As you know the tradesmen who can work on our classics are rapidly disappearing. A year or two 
back at a TR Register lunch, a guest of Terry Hicks who is a TAFE mechanics course instructor, told 
me that carburettors have not been taught to apprentices since the late 90s. When he trained, 
they did several weeks on carburation, but now he only used a carburettor for a couple of hours 
to explain fuel vaporization. Modern mechanics just aren’t trained on things like carburettors, 
or distributors and so on. 

It is becoming more important that owners who can, do their own regular maintenance. I believe 
that our clubs need to help our members out with the basic tasks like servicing and tuning their 
TRs.  I’m not a mechanic but I like working on classic cars and I do have 50 years’ experience 
maintaining my TR2 and building a few TRs. 

In 2024 I received a typical call from a Register member with “my TRs carbies need tuning; can you 
help me”. My reply was “what about the rest of the engine tune, the carbies are last to be done”.  
It wasn’t my first such request, so I thought to invite other TR Register members and 
have a workshop. 

The tuning went very well, but the day was a bit haphazard. I later went to a workshop 
Geoff Byrne did on gearboxes. Geoff did the day considerably better than I had. He suggested 
that it would be good if I open my workshops to both the Register and TSOA. I’ve now held half 
a dozen, the last couple as combined Register and TSOA events. Attendances have varied but we 
usually have 8-12 members. 

On The Day

I prefer to use a sidescreen TR as tuning a four is quicker than a six and, as I know them best, 
there will be fewer cock ups - not none, just less of them!  We have a morning tea break about 
11am and usually finish at 1pm for a sausage sizzle lunch.  I like to have around five or six 
attendees who want to learn how to tune their car. Each participant has a go at adjusting 
a tappet, setting a spark plug, gapping the points, balancing the carbies and adjusting the mixture. 
This takes time. 

I also encourage club experts to come along. Very knowledgeable people like Dave Sippel, Brian 
Richards, Bob Slender, Mal Munro and Romesh Paul greatly improve the day for everyone.

What We Do

The car to be tuned turns up at my place at about 9am, the engine cools down and the owner 
and I pull the plugs and remove the rocker cover and air filters.  I recommend the owner 
be prepared to install a new distributor cap, leads, plugs, points and so on, so he has a known 
baseline for the future. The serviceable existing parts are kept as emergency spares.

HOME WORKSHOP
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Once everybody has arrived, I give a welcome and outline the tuning process 
(it is on a whiteboard in my garage) which is;

1.	 Check compression
2.	 Set tappets
3.	 Check/replace ignition components as necessary
4.	 Set the plug gaps
5.	 Set the points gap, if fitted
6.	 Set the timing at idle
7.	 Check the carbies for shaft wear, needle/jet condition/position, float bowl level 	
	 and oil level (We might identify defects requiring attention, but they won’t be  
	 repaired on the day)
6.	 Balance the carbies
7.	 Set the mixtures 
8.	 Test drive

I demonstrate each step, the learners have a go, we check the setting is correct and then explain 
what we have done and take questions.  We do some things concurrently, like tappets and spark 
plugs where only one person can work at a time. Nearly every car has required serious tappet 
adjustments.  

We inspect all ignition parts for cracking or arcing, replacing items as necessary.  Then the plugs 
and points are gapped. Some have suggested setting the dwell angle rather than points gap. 
This is effective but more complicated and takes a lot more time. In my experience, if you get 
the points gap right, the dwell angle will also be right. 

The timing is set to 6° advanced at a 700rpm idle. There are complex ways of setting timing 
but, as this is only a starting point before setting timing on the road, I use the simple method 
of a timing light on the crankshaft pulley. 

We set the micrometer adjustment in the middle of its range and set the timing by moving the 
distributor. This gives you adequate micrometer range for the on the road adjustments.

I then use a spare pair of SUs on the bench to explain, in simple terms, how the carbies 
work and the adjustments we will make in the tune up.

CARBIE PISTON MIXTURE ADJUSTING NUT
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Returning to the car, we check the carbie butterfly shafts for wear, a simple wiggle to check for 
movement.  We remove the carbie tops to check the position and wear on the needle, in the jets 
and the springs. By looking at the fuel level in the jet we can also see whether the fuel level in the 
float bowl is about right. If needed, we remove the bowl tops and reset the float level.  Next, we 
ensure the two carbies are sucking air equally. For decades I used a piece of tubing in the air inlet 
listening for differences between the two carbies. When I got a balancer, I realised just how 
inaccurate my ears were. This can be a bit fiddly, so want each participant to have a go.

The fuel air mixture is then checked. Like the timing, this is a starting point for the on the road 
adjustments, so I use the simple method of lifting the carbie piston slightly listening for a change 
in engine revs. Revs increase, mixture too rich. Revs decrease, mixture too lean. Adjust with the 
nut. Invariably, after this work, the idle revs need to be reset, and we check again the balance 
and mixture. 

Job complete except for the test drive. We have been messing with lots of critical engine bits 
with multiple people involved so the test drive is critical. A short drive up and down City West 
Link is enough to identify problems. 

On The Road – Timing and mixture

It is crucial to set the timing and mixtures on the road with the engine under load. 
Our engines have unknown states of modification and wear. The Service Manual settings 
are just a starting point. 

Before adjusting the timing note where the dizzie micrometer adjuster is set so you can always 
go back to that setting. For the timing you need to get the engine under load in two different 
scenarios. First is up a hill in top gear under load at about 60 km/h.  Put your foot down rapidly 
and listen for engine pinking (a metallic rattling sound, “pink, pink, pink”). The garage timing is likely 
to be too retarded. If you don’t hear pinking, advance the timing until it just does pink, then retard 
it 2-3 degrees. 

The next timing test is at speed up a good hill, best in top or overdrive. The same as the previous 
test, if the engine doesn’t pink, advance the timing until it does (just) and then back it off a few 
degrees.

018J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  T R  R E G I S T E R   O F  A U S T R A L I A       J U LY  -  A U G U S T  2 0 2 6



Although over advanced timing is very bad for the engine, to get the best performance and 
economy from a TR engine, the timing should be as far advanced as is safely possible. 
If at any time under any circumstances you hear pinking, back the timing off a couple of degrees. 

Finally, setting the carbie mixture on the road. This requires the car to be driven at cruising speed 
for say 15 minutes and then stopped without letting the engine idle. A freeway with a rest area is 
ideal.  Simply remove the spark plugs and check their colour. Depending on the colour I usually 
lean or enrich the mixture two flats at a time of the adjusting nut.

 After this adjustment do another test when you get the chance just to be sure. 
I prefer a slightly richer mixture than a lean one. 

These workshops are proving popular; the last one had the largest attendance. The feedback 
I get is that the attendees learnt what they needed, had fun (it is very much a social day too)
 and got a free lunch. If you can, please join in the next one.  For those who can, consider 
putting on a workshop for your local members.  

John McCormack
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The winter hibernation is well underway in Canberra now, and café runs are more the norm, 
rather than driving events. 

In fact, our next will be August 8th for a breakfast get together.

However, before the comfortable indoor café we have been invited to the local Triumph Club’s 
annual Break the Ice BBQ brunch at the old Honeysuckle creek space tracking station site on 
July 26th. If not ice and snow, we will at least expect frost up in the mountains, so driving without 
the roof fitted can earn extra points!

Recent past events included the annual Battle of Waterloo recreation with both the British and 
French car clubs attending.  Although heavily outnumbered, the French won and were awardedf
for the most interesting collection of cars.

 A photo showing part of the front line, pre-battle (lunch), is below.  Another item which might be 
of interest to some is the moth damage to my TR3 carpets. I’m not sure if this means I am not 
driving fast enough to outrun the moths, or that my carpets are of good enough quality to eat!

Finally, we note the end of an era locally, with the last of the Marshall Triumph collection 
being sold.  Frank’s Stag is still local, his 2000 sedan is now in the Brisbane area, the Mayflower 
in  Wagga Wagga, and the TR3A in South Australia.  

I am glad to say all in enthusiasts’ hands.

I hope to include a report on the Winter fun in Canberra for the next issue, as we start 
to defrost!

Jack Gault

CANBERRA CAPERS

TOO SLOW OR TOO TASTY ?BATTLE OF WATERLOO - BRITISH FRONT LINE
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NEW SOUTH WALES NOTES
The cooler weather hasn’t deterred us from getting out or enjoying our cars and the company 
of TR friends these past months. Our Christmas in June, based around Berry on the south coast, 
was a very happy occasion again. Thank you so much to Andrew and Jenny Ross, and Susie and Ian 
Wall for organising this event and as always, to our elfin master of ceremonies, Terry Hicks. 

In August we have something a little bit different, mini-golf fun at Pitt Town followed by lunch in 
Dural. In September we are cruising the Hawkesbury on the Riverboat Postman with morning 
tea and lunch, while the 43rd All British Day is on again at the Hawkesbury Showground. 
See below for details. 

Then it’s time to travel to Orange in October for the 50th Anniversary Concours 
and after tour celebrations. 

Kerrie Holliday
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XMAS IN JULY RUN 

XMAS IN JULY RUN 

IAN & SUSIE WALL’S HOME AT CAMBEWARRA VILLAGE

BONIARA NAIVE GARDENS, KIAMA  L-R RUSSELL HOLLIDAY, JENNY HICKS, BRIAN RICHARDS,
                                                          JENNY ROSS,TERRY HICKS, GWEN RICHARDS, ANDREW ROSS

BERRY HOTEL XMAS DINNER L-R CHERYL DOBE, JENNY HICK, TERRY HICKS, BRIAN RICHARDS, 
		       BOB ADAMS, SUSIE WALL

XMAS IN JULY RUN
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We had fourteen hearty souls attend this annual event in seven magnificent cars, a few less than 
last year, the highlight being Bob & Robin Adams who joined us again, all the way from near 
Omeo a mere 8 ½ hours’ drive away.

The first assembly point was McDonalds at Heathcote. From there we drove to Waterfall and 
into the Royal National Park, which was a nice drive with spectacular scenery, and emerged at 
Lawrence Hargrave Lookout. We played tourists, going over the magnificent Sea Cliff Bridge on 
the way to Kiama where we lunched.  A trip to the Little Blowhole and Bonaira Native Gardens 
followed before finally arriving at Berry where we later enjoyed our dinner at the local pub.  
Whilst there was a pause in the feasting, Santa’s Elf (Terry Hicks) helped with the distribution 
of presents, made more entertaining by a bit of “stealing” and swapping.

As the following morning was wet we cancelled our drive up to the Cambewarra Lookout and 
settled for coffee at the home of Ian & Susie Wall, who live nearby. We then scooted off to the 
Merribee Gardens, no longer open to the public, where Susie Wall charmed our way in. 
The gardens are set on seven acres and is full of “outdoor rooms” displaying many plants, 
trees & hedges.

We enjoyed lunch at the Jindyandy Mill in Pyree, built in 1830 by Alexander Berry and one of 
Australia’s oldest convict-built brick buildings. Once finished we departed for a guided tour of 
historic Meroogal House in Nowra before returning to our digs in Berry before crossing the 
road for dinner.

Wet weather again stymied our final day plans for the markets, so we all scattered in different 
directions for home.  All the cars performed well except mine, which broke down with a faulty 
ignition switch at, where else but McDonalds at Heathcote. I deployed my new flashing / hazard 
light to good effect and the mighty NRMA quickly sorted out the issue.

Big thanks go to Susie Wall for getting us into the day’s events, and my good wife Jenny 
for putting the finishing touches onto paper as well and conferring with venues to produce 
a great long weekend.

For those wanting to join us next year we plan to centre our activities in the mighty 
Blue Mountains, again in June.

Andrew Ross

NSW X’MAS IN JULY 

JINDYANDY MILL
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A short story
 
On a cool, drizzly morning, people set off in their little cars from all over the Greater Brisbane area 
to meet at Esk for coffee and breakfast (or cake!).  Some were brave and had the roof off their cars. 
Some, not so brave.  Fortunately, as we all left Brisbane and headed towards the mountains, the rain 
disappeared.

We then proceeded up the Esk-Hampton Road past Ravensbourne National Park for lunch at the 
Old Crow Hotel in Crows Nest.  The photo shows some of the vehicles parked outside the hotel.

An enjoyable day for everyone who attended

Plans are underway for members who wish to drive in a group to Orange. 
Please call me on 0407 723 116 if you have any queries.   

Susan McLeish

QUEENSLAND QUIPS

TRIUMPHS AT THE OLD CROW HOTEL, CROWS NEST.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SPOTLIGHT
You will recognise this is my first report for some time. Apologies all round on that.  
After months of inactivity with respect to organised outings, the plan is to get things rolling 
again now that we are on the right side of winter!  Keep an eye on your emails as this 
is how notifications will be sent. 

Reasonably soon in the next month, Ron Corso is going to be throwing one of his back 
yard extravaganzas at his home in Joslin, on either a Saturday or Sunday afternoon.  
That will be followed by outings in the Adelaide Hills, hopefully monthly. 

I would like to send a big thankyou to Mary who has been producing what I would have to 
say is one of the best car club magazines I have seen.   Well done to Paul for taking it on. 
It’s a big act to follow but we here in SA look forward to seeing Sidescreen editions to follow. 

Just a reminder that the National Concours to be held in Orange is coming up quickly 
and it is not too late to make plans to attend. 

That is all from me at this time.  I hope to see you at any of the upcoming events to be planned. 

Toot toot until next time!

Geoff Bills

VICTORIAN VIGNETTES 
Victorian members have enjoyed a variety of activities since our last edition of Sidescreen. 
While drives have not featured due to Melbourne’s cold winter, the highlight of our social 
calendar was our Christmas in July, held again at the Pig & Whistle pub in the Dandenong Ranges. 

A good attendance resulted in much chatting as we enjoyed our roast turkey, beef and pork, 
Christmas pudding with brandy sauce and a few convivial drinks to wash it down.
Unfortunately, we enjoyed ourselves so much no one thought to take photos.

Our monthly coffee mornings at Morack Golf Club continue with good regular 
attendances. Future dates for coffee mornings and dinners are noted below:

 

Those attending the Concours in October are well underway with their plans for going to and 
coming home from the event.  In addition, we are starting to plan a local drive for once the 
weather starts to improve, hopefully August or September.  In between time we plan to organise 
a special function to celebrate Christmas so stay tuned for arrangements.

If Victorian members have any suggestions on runs, day trips, coffee mornings or alternative 
activities they would be most welcome.

Andrew Pitchford
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TASMANIAN  TALES
British Classics Launceston 
A mild Winter’s day on 7th June set the scene for sixth iteration of this event held on the Sunday 
of the King’s Birthday long weekend at the National Automobile Museum of Tasmania (NAMT). 
Attendance matched expectations with around 80 cars and motorcycles on display and the show 
was well supported by clubs and individuals.

Very pleasing was the number of Triumphs present, nine in total, a threefold increase on recent 
years. Hugh and David displayed the TR2 and Peerless GT alongside the cars of a number of 
Triumph Owners Tasmania (TOT) members and other owners including a Mk 1 Spitfire, Mk 3 
Spitfire, TR 250, Mk 1 2.5 P I, Mk 2 2000, Mk 3 GT6, TR 7 and TR 7 16 v Spider.

Of the other cars many were regulars and among those were various Jaguars, Morris Minors, 
small Fords and a big contingent of Minis. Not a lot of sports cars, but a few MGs including a blue 
grey Magnette saloon that was looking for a new owner.  A couple of Morgan 4/4 s caught my eye, 
one an early 1950s with the vertical grill, that may well have been fitted with the Vanguard motor.

At the conclusion of the display, we and other TOT members drove out to the Country Club 
Hotel at Longford (home of the TR2 Special) for lunch followed by their AGM. Here we caught 
up with our southern member, Martin Osborn. 

EX-DIANNE LEIGHTON TR2 SPECIAL AT COUNTRY CLUB HOTEL, LONGFORD.
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Our Cars

The primrose TR3A arrived back home at the beginning of July with Hugh towing it on 
Mick Sullivan’s trailer. The loose panels had been brought home earlier to occupy the spare beds. 
The outer panels were all refinished and where the paint work had cracked previously those 
panels went back to bare metal. I’m very pleased to say that the job came in on schedule and 
on budget.  In the meantime, with help from Hugh we replaced the timing cover seal and while 
that was off, replaced the camshaft and crankshaft sprockets, timing chain and tensioner.  We also 
sorted another oil leak coming from behind the generator mounting bracket to block. I’m still 
looking for oil leaks!  

We separated the gearbox and engine and revealed a greasy oil film within the bell housing, so 
replaced the front gearbox seal. I had long suspected the rear main seal was the cause but after 
a close look, other opinions suggested it was not. Another leak was coming from the shaft which 
operates the overdrive solenoid lever. It was devoid of the O ring which sits behind the spacer 
behind the lever.

Hugh has made further progress on his TR4 restoration since it returned from Bicheno with 
its final coats of Signal Red and is currently working on the wiring loom. As there are some 
variations, he drew up a new schematic wiring diagram for his car. I told him that it was that good 
it looked like he had ripped it out of a manual!

I had spoken to John Baker recently and he assured me that his TR3A is getting a monthly run.
The TR3 of Mick Sullivan has had a new coil, distributor with an Accuspark module fitted and he 
has reported improved starting and performance but currently has an issue with the electric fan.
Down south Kevin Robson was about to pour his garage slab after a 12-month wait with local 
council , presumably getting approvals. 

We caught up with Martin Osborn at Longford and he is making preparations for a big trip to 
Toowoomba for the TSOA Nationals in the TR3A. He is very pleased to have recently found a 
reliable old school mechanic familiar with Triumph to service his car. One thing on his to do list 
is replacing the rubber bushes on the rear spring shackles.

Stephen and Ginetta Rochester are also going to Toowoomba before coming down to Orange. 
Jeff Mount, Hugh and David are all attending the Concours. We have also booked to be on the 
inaugural voyage of one of the new Spirit of Tasmania ferries from Geelong to Devonport on 
Saturday 31st October.

Coming Events
Thurs 15 - Sun 18 	 October Baskerville Historics, Baskerville Raceway                                                                                                                                         
Sunday 18 October	 Predominantly from Britain to ‘ Bunna Car Show, 
	 20 Melbourne Street, Triabu
David Pearce        

THE PRIMROSE TR COMES OUT OF PAINTBEFORE PAINT
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