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From the editor 

2025 is almost done, and the TR 

Register is finishing on a high note 

with another successful Concours 

behind us. By all accounts, the 

Hahndorf national event was very 

well received – and you can read all 

about it in this issue of Sidescreen. 

Kerrie Holliday and her organising 

committee are no slouches when it 

comes to putting together a major 

event. The 2026 gathering, which 

coincides with the Register’s 50th 

anniversary, is shaping up to be 

another standout. The program 

outline alone shows the team’s 

impressive attention to detail. With 

such a landmark event approaching, 

it’s wise to get organised early – 

25% of the rooms are already 

booked! 

It’s no secret that Triumph 

Sidescreen owners love to name 

their cars, a sign of just how 

important these vehicles are to 

them. But what about when they 

start giving them human qualities? 

Perhaps it’s because driving these 

cars brings so much joy that they 

become “mates” to share the fun 

with. This anthropomorphism 

extends to birth certificates and 

even gender attribution, as we’ve 

seen with Susie Wall’s Perl and Tony 

Xerri’s Winston. In this issue of 

Sidescreen, you’ll find anecdotes 

from “mates” belonging to Warren 

Evans, David Steven and Ken 

Bedwell. 

Enjoy the read and have a safe 

holiday period. 

& Scout 

SAVE THE DATE ~ MAKE A PLAN! 

16 May 2026 

for a potential run on the club’s 50th 

Anniversary  

50th Anniversary  

2026 Orange Concours 

23—25 October 2026 

After Tour 26-27 October 2026 
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PRESIDENT’S message 

       Seasons Greetings  

This year has just gone so fast! Having just finished a great ten 
days of TR fun in Hahndorf and next year’s 50

th
 celebrations in 

Orange seem to be a blink away. Then we move into 2027 and 
the planning for this event is moving at a fast rate of knots -
more about that shortly.  

The year has been a great year for the Club with your hard-
working committee tackling every idea and suggestion with 
enthusiasm.  

Some of this year’s achievements?   

1. Asking all members about receiving electronic 
Sidescreen which was met with a very positive response. 
It’s not about saving money, its about getting the mag 
out to you quicker.    

2. The website being launched and progressing well with again nothing, but positive 
responses and any issues Colin is on it straight away.  

3. Sydney members spent some time with Mal sorting and cataloguing our secondhand 
spares. A lot of parts were scrapped but a lot went to new homes. These will be 
relocated to Denis Hinde’s property within the next twelve months. 

4. Rowan, David and Tony have taken the role of film production to promote our club. It 
has attracted great interest from non-members locally and overseas. It is the hope they 
will purchase a car and join. Check out TR Register Australia on YouTube.  

5. A good influx of new members with either purchasing a car or looking to buy one.  A lot 
of these have come from checking out our website and monthly gatherings of members 
around the country.  

The committee’s aim is to be more transparent with the membership. Tony, our dedicated 
model builder and Club treasurer wrote a terrific article on the club finances in the last 
Sidescreen. It is a must read, so you know how your money is allocated and the club 
financials are run.  Tony puts in a lot of time in keeping our money in check and assuring the 
club is compliant with the Government tax rules. 

This also goes for Allan Bare along with Ray Kasparian in our new spares these are a 
position a lot of people don’t see the hours spent in maintaining such an asset.  

This year’s Hahndorf Concours was very well organised by the South Australian and I’m sure 
everybody had fun.   

Congratulations go out to all the award winners. Special congratulations to our new life 
member John Mc Cormack an honour well deserved. This year’s Club Member of the year 
Colin Baldock is again a very deserving recipient.    

Please don’t forget our 50
th
 Anniversary runs next year. Contact your state coordinator for 

details.  

We have been advised by the 2026 Concours committee, 25% of rooms have been booked in 
Orange so please get on board and book yours. If you have any stories or photos from past 
events, please call Bob Watters as he may be able to add them to the 50

th
 Anniversary book.  

This will be a big celebration so come and join the fun.  

The 2027 Concours has been locked in and a committee formed with a trusty band of 
volunteers. It will be in Wangaratta, dates to be confirmed so look out for updates. 

Tracey and I wish you a splendid festive season and look forward to catching up in 2026. 

Ian - President | TR Register 

Ian Cuss, President 
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TONY’S Test 

WEBMASTER’S Report 
Colin 

Baldock 

Now that I have lost the concours hat, I can spend a bit more time on getting the website 
updated. I am working on refreshing the front page with the Orange concours obviously being 
the focus. I have drafted a new home page, similar content but a few changes in layout and 
to freshen it up.  

It has not been a year since it went live. Seems longer than that personally - a lot longer! I 
am working with Russell and Kerrie as the new concours hat wearers, in getting their 
program and information links on line as well as an entry form. 

I have loaded photos and videos to the 2025 Concours page (see screenshot below) which is 
still accessible from the Home page but this will be relegated to the ‘Past Events’ page once 
the new Home page is switched on.  

I had a couple of suggestions at the Members’ Forum regarding content for the website. One 
was related to the perpetual trophies and their history. I thought I had done this which after 
investigation I found, but I have not linked it to the menu. Therefore this is not yet visible so 
will get onto that. The other request was about the sub clubs such as the two tone club. I will 
update this in the not too distant future. 

In the meantime, if you have a suggestion, my email address is on the Home page so send 
me your ideas! 

Tony 

Knowlson 

TRs do not always start 
on their own.  
Who?  
Where? and  
When? 
 
Solution page 35. 
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2025HAHNDORF CONCOURS  

Report 

I can’t say I’m sorry to be passing on the baton after what was a stressful few weeks in the 
lead up to the National event. Bob Watters was giving me the ticks of approval for each stage 
of the concours and by the time he headed off after the Farewell dinner I was feeling that the 
hard part was over and I could enjoy the ride a bit more. 

The all-important run sheet 
I have to say thankyou again to the team of David and Alison O’Loughlin, Dean and Rosie 
Lewis, Noel and Cindy Schmidt, Ivan Powell, Geoff Bills, David Stephens and of course 
Juanita. The pleasing aspect was that everyone contributed in some way or another and the 
success of the event was a sum of those contributions. However, David O’Loughlin’s 
contribution on the events management was of particular note as he herded us through our 
tasks for each event. If I never hear ‘Look at the run sheet’ again I will be very happy! 

Always take the weather with you 
We were fortunate with the weather for the display day and Bay to Birdwood but the rain 
caught up with us at The Bend. If you haven’t seen the video footage of this day, have a look 
on the website or on the YouTube channel.  

You can access our YouTube page by going to the very bottom of the website Home Page 
and click on the link. The film crew seemed to miss the moments where some drivers’ 
ambitions exceeded their capability but nevertheless the footage is quite good.  

Tuesday and Wednesday also had some wet moments but we managed to get what we 
wanted done without too much drama. I pinched a couple of photos (below) from a Facebook 
page (can’t remember whose, sorry) and posted them on the website showing the drive to 
Lady Bay with the TR procession through the gum trees.  

Great cars, great roads,  great food and great people 
What else is there to say? Over to you Russell and Kerrie. I am looking forward to catching up 
with you all again - as a passenger this time! 

Colin Baldock 

 

Here and above - main 
street Hahndorf 
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Originality  

1st Place, Best TR3A,  
Concours Winner,  
Laurie Cousin Award 

Noel & Cindy Schmidt (SA) 
TR3A 

2nd Place 
Robert & Rosemary 
Schaefer (SA), TR3A 

Excellence in Presentation  

1st Place Mitchell/Murn Trophy, 
Best TR2 

David Stephens (SA) TR2 

2nd Place, Best TR3,  
White Walker Trophy 

Tony Xerri, (VIC) TR3 

Derivatives  

1st Place Jeoffrey Leech 

2nd Place 
David Pearce (TAS),  
Peerless GT 

Road Class  

1st Place, Boyce Beeton  
Trophy 

Maz Turner (NSW), TR3A 

2nd Place Susie Wall (NSW) 

3rd Place 
Keith Brown (VIC) 

JUDGING Awards 

CLUB Awards 

People’s Choice Tony Xerri (VIC) TR3 

MOSS Award Noel Schmidt (SA) 

Editor’s Award Neville Turbitt (NSW) 

Club Person of the Year Colin Baldock (SA) 

Encouragement Award Ray Smith 

Best Dressed Award 
Bob & Cherryle Watters 
(NSW) 

Travelling Triumph Award Ken Le Mesurier (QLD) 

20th Consecutive 
Concours Attendance 

Keith & Judy Brown (VIC) 

Life Membership Award John McCormack (NSW) Life Membership Award: L-R 
Ian Cuss, John McCormack 
& Bob Watters 
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CONCOURS - the cars 

Photos on these pages 
were sourced from 

various members 
Lineup at Birdwood Museum 
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 and the people 

Best dressed - 

the Watters 

The Xerris 

The Hollidays The Schmidts 

The Fergusons 

The Mitchells 

The Hicks & the 

Dobes 

The Turners 

Allan Bare 

The Ramages 

 

The Schmidts 

The Browns, the Fergusons & 

Tony Knowlson 

Ian Ramage, Ivan 

Powell & Frank 

Cleary 

The Walls 
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HAHNDORF CONCOURS  

In the following pages are members’ stories from getting to Concours, adventures (and 

misadventures) along the way as well as the scenery. Some (like Warren Evans) turned it 

into a holiday and covered thousands of kilometres in the process.  

Queenslanders are no strangers to long road 
trips. Weeks before the national event, Ken Le 
Mesurier (QLD) sent in his itinerary. No wonder 
he was the recipient of the Travelling Triumph 
Award.                    

Hervey Bay  to Hahndorf - trip 2025  

7 October  Millmerran QLD - Village caravan 
     park/cabins   

8 October  Narrabri NSW - Southern Cross  
     Motel Inn 

9 October   Warren NSW - Macquarie Valley  
     Motor Inn 

10 October  Parkes NSW - Henry Parkes Moter 
     Inn 

11 October  Griffith NSW - Yambil Inn Motel  

12 October  Swan Hill VIC Comfort Inn Lady  
     Augusta 

13-14 October Horsham VIC - Riverside Caravan 
     Park/cabins 

15 October  Sea Lake VIC - Sea Lake Motel  

16 October  Murray Bridge SA - Adelaide Road 
     Motel Lodge 

17 October  HAHNDORF (at last)   

Four cars met in Millmerran just after lunch on 7 October - some going better than others. 
Running repairs were carried out on three cars. Many thanks to an auto electrician for all the 
help for one of the cars 

We then spent the next nine days travelling through western New South Wales, Victoria and 
South Australia on the Silo Art Trail before arriving in Hahndorf and going straight to Otto’s 
Bakery for a very yummy lunch. 

The pictures are a selection of the silos (and other art) we saw along the way. 

Hahndorf was an amazing trip. Many thanks to Ken Le Mesurier for organising the trip to 
Hahndorf and Colin and his team for a 
spectacular time in Hahndorf. 
Susan McLeish (QLD) 
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Ken led the way 
Ken Le Mesurier organised the trip and accommodation to 
Hahndorf, travelling from Hervey Bay, Tewantin and Brisbane. 
On Tuesday October 7,  Gail and I left Tewantin after saying a 
prayer to ask for safe travels.  

We met up with Ken and Judy, and Lewis and Carol Grey at 
Kilkivan (north of Gympie). Travelling south, Ian and Sue who 
had travelled from Victoria Point, met us on our first night at 
Millmerran, then onto Narrabri, Warren and Parkes, where I 
left some of Gail’s clothing behind. It’s since lobbed back 
home thanks to Colin.  

Griffith was next, then on to Swan Hill, Horsham, Murray 
Bridge and next was Hahndorf.  

We had an interesting look at most attractions along the way 
with the focus on the works of Australian Silo art. Most were 
outstanding, while the bakeries, pubs and people we met 
along the way made for an interesting journey.  

There were a few minor TR mechanical problems along the 
way, possibly as we travelled many of the back roads flying 
over cattle grids and dirt roads with one hard landing breaking 
my speedo cable, another shorting the overdrive switch and 
yet another dislocating the tail pipe. All were fixed with the 
help of friends and local workshops. (We love the back roads).  

I won’t elaborate on the happenings and pleasantries of the 
Concours as others will tell those stories. I must say it was an 
absolute standout, especially meeting all our TR friends again.  

To Colin, the Committee and those who made it a 
success, thanks so much.  

Marree 
As we had more time available, we were going to stay at 
Kangaroo Island. However, as Lake Eyre had flooded earlier, 
Mr B and Byron who still hadn’t travelled far enough raising a 
few dollars for the Royal Flying Doctor Service, decided to 
drive to Marree which is at the end of the bitumen 
before you hit the Birdsville and Oodnadatta 
tracks.  

There’s a beaut pub, built in the last century and 
an airfield that caters for flights over Lake Eyre 
south and north and if you’re in the right place at 
the right time they may even take you to 
Birdsville for lunch.  

Marree - located 589km 
north of Adelaide at the 
junction of Oodnadatta 
and Birdsville Tracks, 
49m above sea level.  

• Annual 
rainfall: 144.7mm  

• Established: 20 
Dec1883  

• Mean max 
temp: 29.2 °C  

• Population: 65 (as 
reported in 2021 
Census) 

Our Hahndorf adventure 
Warren Evans shares his and Gail’s travel stories from 

another fabulous Concours . He says “... it was one of 

those adventures we will treasure for a lifetime.” 

 - the anecdotes 
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Catch-ups and new connections 
We had some nice dinners with friends and then off to Ballarat to catch up with Gail’s 
brother, Terry, his wife and brother Tom Clarke who is an official Rolls Royce Historian 
employed by the Rolls foundation. A very interesting man. Stayed in Melbourne with 
friends going over old times and all those things we got up to. Didn’t have time to do the 
coast and Snowy Mountains Way to the ACT especially as we thought we would cop the 
rain that was coming. However, it rained all the way from Melbourne to Canberra. I looked 
over and noticed Gail was wrapped up in a plastic bag and was mopping up the trickles 
with a cloth which we squeezed out at various stops. Byron is like his dad, just loves 
water! 

It was terrific catching up with family in the ACT and especially Gail’s aunty at Northbridge, 
Sydney who just turned 101. We caught up with dear friends and their family at Port 
Macquarie and Ballina. 

After a fabulous trip of possibly 9,000km in our dear little Byron who almost never missed 
a beat, cruising at 2500 / 2700 RPM all day. Absolutely amazing stuff, especially the 
comfort even though he was once again over packed.   

It was interesting thinking along the way just how good those $50 telescopic shockers are. 
The points that keep opening and closing millions of times and all those other items 
bought through the Register, that just keep working all for all those miles.  

Almost forgot! I had to run fine emery paper through the points as there was a slight miss. 
I suppose that’s acceptable as Byron was in Perth last year and then went to the Canberra 
Concours before this trip of a lifetime.  

The flight was magnificent, taking in both lakes, the Painted Hills, Dog Fence, Marree Man 
and some of the grazing properties that must graze one lizard to the square mile 

The Ghan Rail train went to the town as well as it was a 
staging post for the Afghan camel men, carrying supplies to 
the outback stations. The mail that had arrived was driven to 
Birdsville, by a local bushman by the name of Tom Kruse. 
There’s been a film of his exploits and the hotel has a room 
full of his history.  Thanks to TR Register Members Phil and 
Marilyn Turner who ran the hotel for considerable time, while 
his last Leyland truck is on display at Birdwood.  

Outback travel 
Travelling back after three full on days, we stayed at the 
Craddock Hotel which once again was bult last century. (Best 
steak we had on the trip). Then back to the Lodge in Hahndorf 
to pick up all the stuff we had left behind as we travelled 
lightly for once. Coming from the North, driving on the RM 
Williams Way, the Flinders Ranges, floodways and 
magnificent Eucalypts, all seemed as though we were driving 
through a continual Albert Namatjira painting.  

We went coastal 
The next day we stayed with friends at Victor Harbor - another 
standout. Byron and Mr B were anxious to get going as they 
wanted to travel again along the Great Ocean Road to see 
friends at Port Fairy that we had met in Europe the previous 
year. We stayed in Torquay for a few days. Unfortunately, 
there wasn’t any surf although we body surfed (14

o
C water 

Brrrr!).  

CONCOURS Anecdotes 
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WESTWARD HO TO Hahndorf 
It was an early gathering at Sutton Forest 
starting the run to Handorf. Hicks, Walls (two 
cars), Dobes, Molesworths, and McCormack 
(Sue-less - school reunion and/or dog 
minding). Mal and Mot and a friend formed a 
farewell party to wave us off. Kerrie had 
supplied us with a highly detailed set of 
instructions.  

Day one: The first stop was Yass for coffee 
and then Gundagai for lunch. We lunched at 
the Niagara Cafe which dates to well before 
WW1. The Greeks were neutral at the time 
and the Aussies felt that they were letting the 
side down so it seemed only fair to burn 
down Greek Cafes. The Niagara did however 
surviv, but ultimately closed down. The 
National Trust slapped a Preservation Order 
on it and ultimately it was resurrected 
successfully. Wonderful.  

Heading south we paused at Holbrook to 
take in the submarine and the first mural or 
as known in the Artworld - “Muriels”. As I 
have a background in fine arts, I was asked 
how they rated as art. Personally I like them: 
“High order graffiti”.   

The first night we stayed at Albury (where 

the Richards joined) before heading off 

across Victoria on the “Silo trail”. Now I must 

confess that I have no real idea of where we 

went. I was a little like “Bung” from The 

Wizard of Id, happily enjoying the experience 

but not really knowing where I was.  

Day two: We travelled to St Arnaud via 

Glenrowan, Benalla (Adams joined) and 

Colbinabbin.  Several silos and murals were 

seen. The Mitchells arrived at St Arnaud. 

Chris Olson and Alison did not. Chris was 

unwell so no Doretti. Peter Molesworth failed 

to proceed so he and Jenny left. Apparently, 

Mal and Mot launched a “search and rescue” 

mission. A pity that they did not make it to 

Hahndorf.  

Day 3: St Arnaud to Keith, Nullawill, Birchip, 

Rupanyup, Murto -  land of sweeping plains. 

Some excellent silos/murals but for a bit of 

variety there appeared “The Stick Shed”. A 

marvellous piece of WW2 grain storage. 

Towards the end of the day we paused at 

“The Pink Lake” (self-explanatory) before 

checking into the motel at Keith.   

 

Niagara Café: L-R: John McCormack, Jenny 
Hicks, Susie Wall, Kerrie & Russell Holliday 

Glenrowan 

Wedderburn church 
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WESTWARD HO TO Hahndorf (cont’d) 

Day 4: A gallop across the landscape to Hahndorf. It 
was marred for me by my windscreen cracking so I 
got to visit windscreen people which went nowhere. 
Susie likewise copped a rock. Just happy to be in 
Hahndorf. 

All in all a very pleasant journey, well organised by 

Kerrie. 

Terry Hicks Canola fields 

Colbinabbin silos 

A moment of collective focus.  

Check for more photos from 

the Concours and AfterTour 

on the TR Register website 

and YouTube channel.  

Make plans for the 2026 

event: 

 

50
th 

Anniversary Orange 

Concours 

LOOKING AHEAD to Orange in 2026 

AfterTour 

Bathurst 

Canowindra 
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PEERLESS GTs at Hahndorf 

Friday 17 October saw the only three road-
going Peerless GTs converge on Hahndorf 
for the TR Register Concours. This was most 
likely the first time that these cars had come 
together outside of Victoria. 

Travelling from Melbourne via the Western 
and Dukes Highway with an overnight at Nhill 
was Jeff Leech and son Josh in the silver car 
while Trevor and Penny Burke ended up 
trailering the red car. From Tasmania came 
my maroon car, travelling by the Spirit of 
Tasmania ferry into Geelong and then by the 
Princes Highway through to Mt Gambier to 
overnight at The Barn. On the Friday 
morning it was north through Penola, 
Naracoorte to Keith then westwards on the 
Dukes Highway to the destination. 

The Concours 
It was an excellent location on the Hahndorf 
Primary School oval with a background of 
eucalypts and good weather and a great line 
up of cars. 

For the first time in my memory there were 
no Swallow Doretti cars contesting in the 
Derivative Class with Chris Olson 
unfortunately a late withdrawal. 

This year for the first time there were two 
Peerless GTs in the Derivative Class with 
Jeff Leech’s silver car making its debut and 
my maroon car making its fifth appearance. 
On viewing the chassis plate on the silver 
car, I was able to confirm that the chassis 
number is 84 and not 86 as I stated in my 
Peerless Reunion story 12 months ago.  

Jeff has told me that he has owned the car 
since 1960 buying it from Joubert’s who were 

the agents. It was the first Peerless GT 
imported and served as their press car. 
Originally Hawthorn Green, it was later 
refinished in yellow and following its latest 
restoration completed around 2022 was 
refinished in silver and complemented by 
chrome wires and bumperettes and yellow 
brake drums and calipers. 

I will have to check this out with our UK 
Peerless contacts, but would I think that Jeff 
has owned his car the longest of any 
Peerless GT owner being some 65 years. 

Congratulations to Jeff for his win in the 
Derivative Class with the much-admired 
silver Peerless GT. He has been a valuable 
contact for me in matters Peerless over the 
past 12 years.  

I had hoped that Trevor Burke might have 
entered his Peerless GT in the Competition 
Class as it does have history, but he felt his 
car wasn’t good enough beforehand. The 
Bay to Birdwood was the event that he really 
wanted to get done. 

The Bay to Birdwood 
A big thank you to the Concours organisers 
for making it possible to participate in this 
year’s event. I was impressed by the B to B 
organisation and their communication with 
entrants and their follow-up with any issue in 
the lead up to the event. All three Peerless 
GTs got to the start line but not quite 
together and all arrived at Birdwood, the 
maroon one eventually. With nearly 1500 
cars competing there were a lot of interesting 
cars to cater for different tastes. 



 

 
16 

David  

Pearce 

I have to say the part I enjoyed most was the 
return journey to Hahndorf with the three 
Peerless GTs in tow taking a wrong turn 
down an unsealed road and kicking up the 
dust before returning to the tarmac. 

The Bend 
The Bend was another great event from our 
Concours organisers. A very impressive set 
up with the track and facilities. With the wet 
track, there was an opportunity for me to 
emulate the performance of the Peter Jopp 
and Percy Crabb-driven Peerless GT in the 
1958 Le Mans 24-hour race in which they 
finished 16

th
 in very wet conditions and 

generated a lot of forward orders. However, I 
played safe figuring my car was a long way 
from home.  

Jeff and Trevor were absent from the track 
having to return to Melbourne for business. 
Leaving Hahndorf at 5.00am with Trevor 
pulling the trailer and Josh driving the silver 
car they made good time and were back at 
3.30pm. 

The troubles 
Trevor had the first issue with his car running 
roughly (Webers) before they even left so a 
decision was made to trailer the car. Earlier 
in the year the vehicle had an engine rebuild 
including a new crankshaft. 

My car was back on a tilt tray by the end of 
the first day at Mt Gambier where a violent 
shaking developed in the front left-hand 
wheel while on a town street. Thank 
goodness. Bob Watters happened along just 
after I called RACT roadside assist and was 
able to Google for me a business that could 
check out the steering suspension next day. 
That organised, Bob was good enough to 
pick me up from the agent’s yard and deliver 
me to The Barn. Thanks again Bob.  

Next morning at the Trident Tyre Centre 
where some tightening up was done and a 
recommendation made to replace the 
steering idler arm and seal and top ball 
joints. On my way again and heading for 
Penola to catch up with Maslins when the 
engine started running roughly. Got as far as 
Naracoorte and was ready to abandon the 
car when I pulled up at a pump and eatery. 
Good timing as a bloke came into the shop 
and we had a word. He kindly led the way  

down to his mate at the Naracoorte Service 
Centre. Well, the mate is a Kiwi who has 
done his time on old English cars and in the 
garage, I noticed a couple of early Morris 
Minors and an A30 Austin. In no time at all 
the plugs, points and condenser were 
replaced (my spares) and the drive line 
checked on the hoist, and I was on my way 
only to have the Navman send me up a dead
-end track before getting out of town. 

Jeff had the next problem at the start of the 
Bay to Birdwood with people observing 
sparks coming from the back of the car. With 

the battery in the boot the power cable runs 
through to the firewall via the chassis in 
places. Apparently, the insulation had worn 
through chafing on the chassis with the 
resultant sparking. The RAA service crew 
were quickly on the job and effected a fix to 
get Jeff participating. I have since checked 
my wiring and have found that it goes 
through a piece of garden hose – double 
insulated. 

The maroon one had a couple of stops on 
the Bay to Birdwood , after Tea Tree Gully 
and at Gumeracha. It didn’t like the slow-
moving traffic.  

A final word 
Noel Schmidt was doing the rounds of the 
shops when he came across a copy of 
Sports Car World dated November 1958. 
The first story is titled “Peerless – A New 
Name In Sports Cars”. The first paragraph 
states, “As we go to press an Australian 
bound ship is bringing the first Peerless Gran 
Turismo four-seater to Melbourne.” This 
would be Jeff’s car. Thank you for the 
magazine Noel. 

 

Peerless owners and their cars: L-R David Pearce 
and Jeff Leech 
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Editor’s note 

Who knew Tony’s Test would trigger a piece 
like this?  

Do you have a story about your car you 
would like to share? If so, take a photo and 
send in the background. There are lots of 
people who enjoy reading about other cars. 

ABOUT MY TR3 

In the early 1960s, my older cousin’s 
boyfriend owned what I believe was a British 
Racing Green TR2. During summer holidays 
spent at my grandmother’s farm, he 
frequently visited and would take me for 
drives with the hood down. The car was 
equipped with a wolf whistle, which, by 
today's standards, might be considered 
inappropriate. 

He eventually traded the TR2 for a new light 
blue TR3 - an exceptional vehicle. From that 
moment, I knew I aspired to own one myself. 
By the time I reached my late teens, the TR6 
had become the model of choice and 
unfortunately not in my price range. 

Each day I passed a parked, worn-looking 
British Racing Green TR3A on my commute 
to work. One morning, a 'For Sale' sign 
appeared on its windscreen, inviting 
enquiries at the owner’s residence. I 
promptly arranged a viewing and, after a test  

Tony's test in the November Sidescreen issue prompted David Steven to formally record his 
appreciation for Triumph TR3s. He is now the proud owner of Ross McKinnon's TR3, which 
featured in the quiz. 

drive and negotiations, purchased the car for 
£75. Despite significant rust, it was a source 
of great enjoyment and pride. 

Subsequently, as I prepared for marriage, I 
sold the TR3A to help finance engagement 
rings and other expenses associated with 
married life. That decision was made 51 
years ago and was a good investment as I 
am pleased to say we are still together.  

We relocated to Australia in 2011. 

More recently, I searched for a retirement 
project, considering various options such as 
TRs and Morgans.  

On December 24th, I discovered Ross’s car 
advertised, visited to inspect it, and 
ultimately drove it home. It is a beautifully 
restored vehicle that evokes many fond 
memories, and I have completed several 
upgrades. It is certainly a car I intend to 
keep. 

Below is my current 2024 acquisition. 

David’s first Triumph 
purchased in 1973 

David  

Steven 
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INVITATION - 2026 CONCOURS Orange 

TR Register 50
th

 Anniversary Concours and After Tour Orange NSW 

Friday 23 - Wednesday 27 October 

This concours marks a very significant milestone in the history of the TR 
Register Australia, being our 50

th
 Anniversary year. We are very excited to 

invite you to the Orange Concours in NSW in October 2026. With the dates 
already announced early 2025, we hope you’ve had time to make the 
necessary plans to attend this momentous event. The dates were chosen to 
avoid any clash with TSOA National Meeting in Toowoomba (9-17/10/26), as 
we recognise some members like to attend both.   

DATES 

• Kerrie Holliday 

• Russell Holliday 

• Cherylin Mitchell 

• Alan Mitchell 

ACCOMMODATION 

Mercure Orange (4.5 stars) is in the heart of the CBD close to all amenities. Sixty rooms are 
secured providing a choice of twin, queen and king room configurations. The Mercure 
provides direct access to the Orange Ex-Services Club (OESC) where the Concours events 
will be held beginning on Friday afternoon with registration and an evening welcome, followed 
by Saturday night’s presentation dinner and the Sunday morning Member’s Forum. 

As an integrated part of the OESC, the Mercure has provided exclusive group 
accommodation tariffs.  Parking is onsite or undercover in the specially designated areas in 
the shared OESC multi storey car park next door. Upper rooms are accessed via a lift.  

• Alison Arnison 

• Chris Olson 

• Andrew Ross 

• Jenny Ross  

Orange is located on the Central Tablelands in country NSW. It is 
geographically central to allow for easier travel from other states and within 
NSW.  The Register traditionally enjoys supporting regional areas, such as 
Orange and in avoiding large busy city locations. 

 
Orange is an elegant, inland city with a rich 
history. Gold was discovered here in 1851, 
marking the start of the Australian gold rush, 
hence the abundance of beautiful historic 
architectural buildings. Renowned for 
heritage, wineries, excellent local produce, 
fine dining, Botanic Gardens and beautiful 
parks, Orange offers plenty for everyone to 
enjoy. With plentiful attractions nearby for 
after tour drives, the mild October 
temperatures with an average high of 20 
degrees and low of 8 degrees, makes great 
travelling weather. 

 

The Concours will be held during the very popular annual Orange Wine 
Festival, celebrating the vibrant wine and food culture of the region. This 
festival offers a colourful and diverse program of events including night 
markets.  It gives the opportunity to showcase our cars with the additional 
major visitation attracted to the region for the festival.   

LOCATION 

CONCOURS 

TEAM 
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INVITATION - 2026 CONCOURS Orange 

ACCOMMODATION (Cont’d) 

Due to an unprecedented early demand for rooms, (a quarter already booked by members), 

we have an additional ten rooms allocated at the Caleula Motel Orange. 

Caleula Orange (4.5 stars) is on the edge of the CBD near Cook Park. It is a ten-minute 

walk to the OESC. However, the club has a courtesy bus operating from 4.45pm Wednesday 

to Sunday. There are no lifts at the motel but it does have unreserved undercover parking. 

SATURDAY CONCOURS DISPLAY 

Robertson Park is in the centre of Orange CBD, a picturesque garden location with a 

rotunda in the centre and a fountain. It’s a perfect spot which provides plenty of local foot 

traffic to showcase our cars and for judging.  There are toilets in the park and cafes nearby, 

as is the Orange Regional Gallery and Orange City Library. The park is a two-minute drive or 

a seven-minute walk from the Mercure, a little further away from the Caleula Orange.  

PROGRAM OUTLINE  

Friday 
23 October  
Afternoon 

Registration and evening welcome 

Book launch 

Tarin Kowt Room 
OESC 

Both events will be in the Tarin Kowt Room (formerly The  
Greenhouse Function Room) in the OESC. With a striking marble fire-
place it also boasts a rooftop courtyard and private lawn, all with 
views over the city including the Holy Trinity Anglican Church and 
steeple. 

The Anniversary Book details the TR Register’s first 50 years, from 
the inaugural meeting of a group of like-minded sidescreen Triumph 
enthusiasts in Sydney 1976 to our anniversary celebrations across 
the states on 16th May 2026. 

It includes not only the history from the club archives but photos and 
memoirs from members over the years. Enjoy reading entertaining 
anecdotes and stories as well, as we celebrate this momentous occa-

The Welcome Event and Book Launch will have shared grazing boards on arrival, followed 
by hot and cold canapés, finishing with sweet bites. Cost TBA approximately $45pp with a 
cash bar. 
Saturday 24  
October morning 

Concours Display 

Robertson Park 
Lords Pl & Summer 
Street, Orange 

Details to be advised. 

Evening 50
th

 Anniversary Presentation Dinner 

Coral Sea Room 
OESC 

Three course meal with a cash bar. 
• Theme: GO FOR GOLD in celebration of our 50

th
 Anniversary. 

• Cost TBA - approximately $70pp with a cash bar 
• This room is accessed directly from the Mercure. 

Sunday morning Register Members’ Forum 

Moresby Room 
OESC 

This room has direct access from the Mercure. 
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Sunday Concours Farewell lunch 

Borrodell Estate 
298 Lake  
Canobolas Rd  
Orange 

Drive to Borrodell Estate. 
Boasting award winning wines and ciders and with breathtaking  
countryside views, dine on shared platters at the farewell lunch. 
Cost TBA, approximately $65pp with a cash bar 

INVITATION - 2026 CONCOURS Orange 

AFTER TOUR 

The After Tour offers great drives and interesting visits into the surrounding countryside  

starting on the afternoon of Sunday 25 October being at leisure and concluding Wednesday 

28 October. 

Day & Time Activity Details 

Monday 
26 October 

Drive from Orange to Canowindra 

• Morning tea and visit the Age of Fishes Museum. 
It’s an extraordinary fossil collection from the Devonian Period 
over 360 million years ago, unearthed by a council road worker 
in 1955, now a National Heritage Site.  

• Travel to Cowra Japanese Gardens for lunch and a stroll, and 
then back to Orange via historic Carcoar  

Tuesday 
27 October 

Depart Orange to visit the beautiful Molong for morning tea.  
• Driving to Manildra, visit the historic 1936 art deco Amusu  

Theatre for a movie, museum visit and lunch, before returning to 
Orange.  

• Cost TBA, approximately $37pp.  
Evening 

After Tour Farewell Dinner 
Dinner at Hotel Canobolas, Orange 

For those not leaving the following morning, there will be another drive on Wednesday to 
Bathurst. Continue home from here or stay another night if you wish. 

Wednesday 
28 October  

Travel to Bathurst 

 

Possible morning tea at Abercrombie House and visit the National 
Motor Racing Museum with a drive on the Mount Panorama Motor 
Racing Circuit. It’s a 6.2km long street circuit used as a public road 
when no racing events are being run.  

WHAT TO DO NEXT 

❑  CALL to BOOK your accommodation directly with the motels 
 
Mercure Orange - 02 6362 5611 

• Email hb038@accor.com  
• Reference TR Register 
  Group booking tariffs: 

• Deluxe Twin Room (2 king single beds)  $230p/night 
• Deluxe  Queen Room (1 Queen & 1 Single bed ) $230p/night 
• Deluxe King Room Room (1 King bed)  $240 p/night 
• Executive Queen Room (1 Queen & 2 single beds) $280p/night 

If you are not quoted the above tariffs, please ask to speak to Kelly Apps, who is best con-
tacted in the mornings. Cancellations are free of charge up to 24 hours before arrival. No 
payment is taken until check in. 

mailto:hb038@accor.com
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50
th

 ANNIVERSARY Celebration  

   WANTED 

Desperate author and researcher seeks 
help to complete a book detailing the history 
of the TR Register Australia to celebrate the 
50

th
 anniversary of the club. 

Wanted - photos from the early days, 
particularly from 1979 to 1982. 

• A photo of US Triumph identity Ken 
Gillanders who made many trips to 
Australia in the early days of the 
Register. 

• Personal anecdotes about interesting 
things that have happened during your 
membership. 

Can members please search their old photo 
albums and take a trip down memory lane 
for a good cause?  

Contact Bob Watters 0408 502 350 or 
bobtr3@gmail.com if you can help. 

Working group members  

Bob Watters 
bobtr3@gmail.com 

David Ferguson 
dje.ferguson@bigpond.com 

David Pearce 
dnjpearce@westnet.com.au 

John McCormack 
huon_24@bigpond.com 

Russell & Kerrie Holliday 
tr3a@live.com   

Bob 

Watters 

WHAT TO DO NEXT (cont’d) 

 
Caleula Orange 02 63627699 
Email reservations@centralcaleula.com.au    
Executive Queen $227p/night with a 14 day cancellation policy. 

This is one of the busiest times for tourism in Orange, so secure 
your accommodation AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to avoid disap-
pointment.  

Early 2026 we will be in a position to finalise the other costs TBA 

and provide these details via the usual Concours Registration 

Form.  It will be in both Sidescreen and on the website.  Any en-

quiries to Kerrie Holliday kerrieholliday@hotmail.com 

2026 CONCOURS Orange 

Pictured right, L-R Getting Orange “goodie” bags ready 
Cherylin Mitchell, Jenny Hicks & Susie Wall. 
 
Picture above right: Bags packed and ready. 

mailto:bobtr3@gmail.com
mailto:bobtr3@gmail.com
mailto:dje.ferguson@bigpond.com
mailto:dnjpearce@westnet.com.au
mailto:huon_24@bigpond.com
mailto:tr3a@live.com
mailto:reservations@centralcaleula.com.au
mailto:kerrieholliday@hotmail.com
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ELDRED NORMAN’S TR2 

Tony & Joe 

In 1954, a TR2 was imported to Adelaide and 
was bought by Adelaide motor engineer and 
racing driver, Eldred Norman. This car, TS160 
engine number TS195E, was the first TR 
imported to Australia (Graeme White page 21). 

At the beginning Eldred and his business partner 
David Harvey prepared the car in standard tune. 
It was soon apparent that the car needed more 
race performance so he had it supercharged 
after which it performed admirably. 

In 1954, Eldred entered the car in the Australian 
Grand Prix race event being held in Southport, 
Queensland. Eldred and his mechanic drove the 
TR2, towing a trailer with racing fuel, spares and 
tools, to Southport. We can only imagine the 
type and state of the roads they experienced. 

Eldred won the lead up races and then entered 
the TR2 into the 1954 Australian Grand Prix. 
Significantly, Eldred came 4

th
 in the Grand Prix. 

This is a most important achievement in the 
history of TRs internationally and particularly in 
Australia. 

The TR2 was sold by Eldred soon after the 
Grand Prix and its whereabouts were lost. In the 
late 90s requests for information on the car were 
made in Register newsletters, apparently with 
little success.  

Graeme White had researched the car’s 
whereabouts for his book TRIUMPH Sidescreen 
TRs (2007) and alerted TR Register member 
Mal Brittain from Victor Harbor, South Australia, 
that he might own the Eldred Norman race TR2. 
Mal had acquired the car in 1977 and at the time 
did not have much evidence, apart from a 
Commission number, of his car’s history. 

About 2 or 3 years ago Mal contacted me about 
his TR2 which, following Graeme’s earlier work 
and evidence he had found during his restoration 
of the car, was very likely the Eldred Norman 
race car. Being a TR2 aficionado and history buff 
I was keen to help but distance got in the way. 
Mal had sent me photos and some documents  

on various features of the car, but I couldn’t be at all sure 
without seeing the car and paperwork. 

In the weeks before the Handorf Concours I was talking 
with Mal and said that we should meet up while I’m over 
there. Mal was on the same page as was Colin Baldock 
who had put Mal and I on the same table for the 
Presentation dinner.  

I was excited at the opportunity to see this very important 
TR2 so, while most others were enjoying the Bay to 
Birdwood, I wanted to go down to Victor Harbor. 

Bob Watters, our club historian and good mate, was also 
in the loop so on Sunday Bob and Cherryle and I went 
down to Mal’s in Bob’s family car.  

As it turned out it was pretty straightforward to identify 
Mal’s TR2 as the Eldred Norman Grand Prix car. Mal has 
the Birth Certificate for TS160 with engine number 
TS195E (early birth certificates included engine numbers). 
He has the TS160 Commission plate and his engine is 
TS195E. The chassis is a very early Z8 series and the 
body is early TR2 with squared tail lights and aluminium 
bonnet. 

Eldred made a number of unique modifications to his TR2 
which are documented in correspondence in Mal’s 
possession, including from Eldred’s partner David Harvey. 
We just needed to find evidence of these modifications to 
the car.  

1. An opening in the front apron to directly access the 
top of the radiator. The location of the opening can 
be seen in the photo page 25 in Graeme White’s 
book 

2. The long bonnet tie down strap, also visible in the 
photo on page 25 of Graeme’s book. 

3. The standard radiator filler blocked, and another cap 
installed in the top of the radiator. 

4. Tow bar attachment used to tow the trailer to 
Southport. 

5. Attachments on the engine where Eldred fitted an oil 
cooler and other items (David Harvey’s letter says 
Eldred actually boiled the oil in a race). 

Eldred Norman’s TR2 taken from Graeme 
White’s book (supplied by him). 
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John  

McCormack 

The following photos show the evidence of these 
modifications. 

 

 
 
So there it is. Mal is in possession of the late Eldred 
Norman’s racing TR2 including its original engine. 

We may have missed the Bay to Birdwood but Bob, 
Cherryle and I had a wonderful drive down to the 
beautiful Victor Harbor, had a delightful lunch with Mal 
and Sandra in their house and confirmed that Mal 
does have the Eldred Norman TR2.  

For me, this was a fantastic experience not to be 
missed. 

Front apron hole before restoration. 

The original four-slot aluminium bonnet 
with the holes for the tie down strap. 

Modified radiator 

Holes in the cross 
members for the tow 
bar. 

Holes in the spare 
wheel compartment 
aligned with the 
cross bar holes for 
the tow bar attach-
ment. 

Early body square 
rear indicator 
mounts 

Attachments for the oil cooler etc 



 

 
24 

TRIUMPHS @ Tarrengower  

Bill Revill reports on the October 2025 running of the historic Mt Tarrengower Hill 

Climb which was its 96
th

 year. Words and pictures by Bill. 

This event has run with few breaks (WW II, COVID) 
since the first event in 1929. The list of winners 
includes Australia’s greatest hillclimb drivers over these 
years – Terdich, Rodkin, Hollinger, Jim Russell, Lex 
Davidson. The course itself is Australia’s longest 
hillclimb – 1.6 km and rises 600m. A fast and free 
flowing track that rewards the brave, with few runoff 
areas provided and errors or mechanical failures are 
punished by the trees or safety fence. However, no 
serious incidents occurred on the day.  

The 2025 event covered historic cars and both solo 
and sidecar motocycles, with an entry of a total of 86 
car and 31 motorcycles. Both fields contained some 
vehicles over or close to 100 years old, all of these 
kept in a beautiful, pristine state. The entry included 
five Triumphs – the TR3A’s of Stephen Duniam and 
Michael Daley with the TR7’s of Kevin Mc Clusky and 
Andrew Ansell. Bryan Young entered his Triumph 
Vitesse but did not appear on Sunday.  

Despite storms and rain during the week previous and 
after the event, Sunday’s weather was perfect for 
motorsport – blue skies, sunshine, low 20 degrees. 

The Results 
The Fastest Time of the Day (FTD) was surprisingly 
taken by Liam Sales in a Valiant VH Pacer. This was 
over two seconds faster than second place and an 
average speed of about 80 kmh, indicating how fast 
and free flowing the course is.  

Of the Triumphs, Andy Ansell scored a 
fine second place in class. Other 
Triumph runners were class midfielders, 
and all were far from the slowest cars on 
the day. The great feature of both historic 
hill climbs and sprint events like this and 
the annual Eddington Sprints event, is 
that the results really don’t matter! It’s 
effectively a car show, but instead of the 
main stars sitting silently for hours 
gathering dust, the spectators can see 
them in action as well.  

Everyone can visit the pits, admire the 
machines and chat with the drivers as 
well as seeing them run, hear the 
wonderful sounds and smell the scents 
of motorsport – fuel, oil, tyres. Some of 
the motorcycles were running methanol 
and Castrol R castor oil! An unforgettable 
essence! 

To see an excellent video of the event, look to 
YouTube “Tarrengower Hillclimb 2025 October” 
and for a history of Pikes Peak hillclimb in the 
USA, go to “The story of Pikes Peak Hillclimb”. 
Both are well worth a watch over a cup of tea. 

The Triumph Heroes 
STEPHEN DUNIAM is a car collector with an 
enviable stable of MGA’s, Jaguars, Daimlers 
and Vintage MX motorcycles. The TR 3A is a 
recent acquisition.   

“I’d always liked Triumphs” he said, “and this 
was restored a while ago and is in lovely 
condition. A 

He currently competes in Vintage Motocross 
racing events and has a background of track 
and hill climb competition including all Victorian 
hill climbs and the Jaguar “All British” day at 
Winton, Victoria. He has been competing in his 
Jaguar engined, 240 horsepower MGA, but this 
machine is currently being rebuilt so he decided 
to run the TR3A for this event.  
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“The TR 3A is a beautiful car with lots of character. 
It’s very standard but still drives beautifully and is 
very comfortable with surprisingly good handling.  I 
want to keep it standard, but I really prefer to have 
more power”.  

The MGA /Jag will be used for competition in future 
and Stephen is building an exciting new project – a 
front engined, single seat, Jaguar powered open 
wheel machine in the style of a 1950’s grand Prix 
car. 

Stephen’s next outing is planned for the Geelong 
Revival and looks forward to the Leyburn Sprints in 
Queensland. 

ANDY ANSELL is another long-term competitor with 
his well – used brown TR 7, the “Choc Wedge”. He 
has competed in sprints and hillclimbs for the last 25 
years in both a Spitfire and the TR 7 he has today. 

The car was built up in 2000 by Andy and John 
Seeley as a road/competition car.  

“Tarrengower is pretty much my favourite hillclimb, 
it’s also my closest to my Bendigo home. But they’re 
all good”, he says.  

Andy is also a regular at the Eddington Sprints as 
well and many other meetings around the state. 

Andy also enjoys watching the historic motorcycles 
and enjoying the Castrol R perfume that they 
provide. He has fond memories of two wheel 
motorsport - his early memory of motorsport is 
watching the motorcycles as a kid at Mallala in South 
Australia. 

KEVIN MC CLUSKEY hails from the motorsport 
town of Tarawingee, a centre for Victorian motor 
racing in the 1950s and 60s.  

“Some areas of the old track are still visible”, says 
Kevin.  

His motorsport experience goes back many years 
with TSOA Victoria, driving a Triumph TR6 and he  
has run at some magnificent venues including 
several runs up the mighty Arthur’s Seat hill climb. 
He has also competed at various motorkhana’s and 
hill climbs as well as Lakeland and several MSCA 6 
hour events. He has wanted to come to Mt 
Tarrengower for “…. about 20 years.” 

“I normally allow plenty of time for getting to race 
meetings, but the starter motor failed. Instead of 
coming over on the Friday, we had to rebuild the 
starter and come across on Saturday morning” he 
said.  

 

 
Bill 

Revill 
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TRIUMPHS @ Tarrengower  

The TR 7 has been built up over time with the help and 
encouragement of his mates. His enthusiasm has 
increased recently and looks forward to doing Mt Leura 
soon. Kevn had a few minor niggles with the gearchange 
on the day and will work on these for his next meeting. “I 
want to concentrate on getting it right and doing a few 
test and tune days at Winton” He then intends to do more 
meetings with MSCA.  

MICHAEL DALEY looked immaculate as usual in his 
very standard TR3A, complete with pristine white overalls 
and a shirt and tie. 

He likes Mt Tarrengower – “it’s not difficult and not overly 
dangerous” he says. Although he enjoys the mountain, 
he would like more runs during the day. “We only get a 
couple of runs for the day, but less entries would mean 
more runs for everyone,” he said.  

The system used was for three groups to run up the hill 
with a return of cars after each group. This slow 
turnaround may have limited the number of runs available 
on the day but contributed to the relaxed atmosphere of 
the meeting.  It contrasts to other hills with faster 
turnarounds – Bryant Park in Gippsland offers 8-10 runs 
on a usual event day. He’s looking forward to the next 
hillclimb at Mt Leura, the Eddington Sprints or hopefully 
both. 

JOE BOIN came out for a look in the Tony Denyer TR 3A 
(pictured left, and featured in Sidescreen #141) to enjoy 
the day and the wonderful crop of classic cars out on the 
day. 

Bill 

Revill 

 
POSITION VACANT 

Sidescreen Editor 

Do you enjoy curating 
information? Do you have an 
eye for detail? 

This role requires: 
• Ability to proof-read and 

edit documents 
• Confident administrator 
• Able to use or willingness 

to learn software 
applications 

Email editor@tr-register.com.au 
for more information 

    

Call for Sidescreen content for these events: 

10 February 
2026 

International Drive Your Triumph Day 
• Send in your stories and photos 
• Upload you pictures to Facebook or 

Instagram 

26 May 
2026 

50th Anniversary of TR Register Australia 
• Plan an event to celebrate 
• Let your state coordinator know 
• Send your stories and photos for 

Sidescreen 

No date Let us see your garage or workshop - 
where the Triumph magic happens 
• Tell us about how it came to be 
• Include photos 
Send to editor@tr-register.com.au 

 

mailto:editor@tr-register.com.au
mailto:editor@tr-register.com.au
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MEET MORE Members 

We don’t hear about many West Australian members or their cars, but Ken Bedwell 

and his trusty “Trevor” have had a few mentions in Sidescreen. Read on to learn a 

little more about this duo by peeking inside Ken’s workshop. 

Please note top left in the photo is Phineas, 
Trevor’s guard pheasant.  

Award yourself one Anorak star if you spotted 
that the dashboard is not original.  

When he was imported to Australia many years 
ago, correct metal rh dashboards were 
unobtainable, so this one was manufactured. I 
now have a correct one ready to fit, but after 
Mr. Lucas let the smoke out of the temperature 
gauge last year I am reluctant to poke the bear 
and disturb the other instruments. 

Award yourself five stars if you spotted that the 
rear taillight panel is 3A, but the boot lid is 
TR3? The mystery continues at the front 
because he has a wide mouth grill but TR3 
doors?  

Was he a transition car where the factory were 
just using old bits, or did he at one time have a 
spontaneous disintegration and was 
reassembled from random parts? The Engine 
no, Commission no and Body Shell no all 
correspond to his birth certificate, so who 
knows?  

Here is an image of Trevor relaxing at home, 
ready for a Jacaranda run on the weekend. 

My trusty TR3, Trevor, has always had one 
slight problem. Despite running like a Swiss 
watch, accelerating like a rocket (well sort 
of) and in general being a delight, he has 
always had one tiny fault.  

At some stage his rear axle was rebuilt with 
a 4:1 ratio, rather than the 3:7 he was born 
with. I know this because I have his birth 
certificate, thanks to the Register.  

This means that on club runs with the WA 
TSOA cars, TR5s TR6s Stags etc. Trevor 
was having to rev higher than the driver was 
comfortable with. He never complained 
about maintaining 3500 rpm (or more at 
times) but hey he is an elderly gent so 
needs some consideration. 

The idea of rebuilding the rear axle with a  

Since he has a TR6 gearbox, an overdrive from a sedan, TR4A spec engine mods Trevor 
does not score highly for originality, but then his owner has a few non original parts as well. 

Trevor is much loved and in rude health (fingers crossed). 

3:7 ratio was contemplated, but the diff was 
silent and I tend to follow the maxim “If it isn’t 
broken don’t fix it.”  

So I was on the lookout for an overdrive. 
Good A type overdrives seem to be as rare 
as Unicorn poo, but finally one turned up in 
Victoria. Having been assured that the unit 
had been professionally rebuilt, and was in 
first class condition, a price was agreed and 
the overdrive duly arrived at Markich Motors, 
our local Triumph specialist.  

On inspection David Markich found it to be 
set up for a sedan, so would need significant 
modification to fit. Luckily David was able to 
rebuild it, which included purchasing a plate 
from Rimmers, and it was fitted to a TR6 
gearbox he had in stock.  

OVERDRIVEN at last 



 

 
28 

So, all is now fixed. Trevor can keep up with 
the rest of the club cars without raising a 
sweat, with 3000rpm enough to hit the open 
road speed limit.  

At this speed we still have enough in hand to 
deal with road trains and the odd caravan 
convoy, so we look forward to this coming 
summer and just wish we were closer to the 
action in the Eastern States.  

We do have some excellent sidescreen cars 
here in WA, but they seem to be shy and 
retiring creatures, who prefer to shelter in 
cosy garages rather than risk stone damage 
on the open road.  

Ken Bedwell (WA) 

This combined unit was then exchanged for 
Trevor’s existing all synchro gearbox and 
taken for a test run. The overdrive worked 
perfectly, but on return to the workshop oil 
was pouring out. Now we know TRs do like 
to mark their territory, but this was ridiculous. 
Out the unit came. The aluminium plate 
supplied by Rimmers had failed under the 
(excellent) oil pressure. Now David is not one 
to be beaten, so another plate was 
fabricated, from scratch, in thick steel plate. 
This one would survive a nuclear attack, so 
no dangers of it succumbing to a bit of oil 
pressure.   
All back together again and now no 
problems. Our only worry here in WA is what 
we will do if David decides to retire any time 
soon. Luckily the Markichs are a long-lived 
family. David’s father Joe (in his 80s) is still 
popping into the workshop, having been a 
Triumph mechanic since the 1960s. 

OVERDRIVEN at last 

TR keys 

This might sound trivial, but it is something 
every owner should be aware of. A few 
months ago, I fitted a new ignition key barrel 
bought from the Register. The old one 
intermittently turned off the ignition on odd 
occasions. 

You need to take off the ignition key, or at 
least it is easier if you do. There is a small 
hole where you can access a pin that needs 
to be pressed down with a tiny round rod. I 
used a scribe with a diameter of about 2mm. 
If you leave the key in the lock, you can pull 
the barrel out using the key. It does take 
some fiddling. 

I had trouble fitting the new barrel. The pin 
hits a ramp in the switch body, which should 
depress it until it snaps into the hole just 
behind the ramp. Mine wouldn't depress. I 
used a Dremel to grind a slight angle on the 
pin so it would depress on the ramp. 

My problem came more recently when I lost 
my keys. I had a spare set of three (ignition, 
boot and glovebox), so I went to the local 
locksmith to get another set cut. They are a 
professional firm, Sydney Locksmiths, not a 
Mr Minit. 

• They could not find a blank to cut the 
ignition key, which has serrations on 
both sides. 

• They could not find a blank in Sydney 
for one of the other keys. 

• They could get a blank in Sydney for 
the third key, but it was not one they 
typically carried. 

I decided to get another lock from the club 
for the ignition. It comes with two keys so 
that I would have a spare. The lock barrel is 
under $20 from the Register.  

When it arrived, I discovered the key was the 
same as the previous one I had bought from 
the club. Evidently, they are all the same 
key. I now have three ignition keys. I 
eventually had the boot and glovebox keys 
made, but it cost about $50. 

So, the lesson is:  

Don’t wait until you lose your keys to get a 
spare set. I 

t took me about a week to get the three keys 
copied. If you don’t have a spare set, visit 
your locksmith. I didn’t worry about door 
keys. I have never even tried to lock them. 

Neville Turbitt (NSW) 
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Survey Results 

ENGINE 
“The four cylinder TR engine has always had a 
reputation for ruggedness, and the results of the 
survey seemed to bear this out”. 

Generally, distances of up to 50,000 miles on an 
engine are not infrequent but a remarkable 
number of TR 2’s suffered big end failure 
between 50,000 and 60,000 miles, 16% having 
required new bearings around this mileage with 
6% requiring a reground or new crankshaft.  

GEARBOX 
Once again there was general approval of the 
gearbox.  The most troublesome aspect of the 
box appears to have been the Overdrive 
solenoid, 6.7% requiring replacement. 
Replacement of one or more gears or the 
complete box was required on 5.3%, the main 
culprit being first gear. 

CLUTCH 
The reliability of the clutch seems to match that 
of the engine, only 13.2% requiring relining or 
replaced clutches and of these, mileages from 
35,000 and 85,000 have been achieved. TR2’s 
seems to have had no trouble with oil on the 
clutch but 5.1% of TR3’s had this trouble. 

REAR AXLE 
Rear axle failures on the early TR2 models were 
entirely due to the modified Mayflower 
components were not up to the stresses imposed 
by sports car drivers and the rear axle was 
quickly modified. 

Apart from 6.6% who complained of excessive 
noise most drivers seem to find the rear axle 
satisfactory. Oil seal failures were found on 
7.2% and a similar percentage of halfshafts 
broke or required renewal.  Various bearing 
failures occurred on 16.5%. Universal joint and 
crown wheel and pinion failures were restricted to 
a very small percentage. 

STEERING 
The only items requiring attention in any quantity 
appear to be the bushes.  A few complaints were 

MOTOR SPORT MAGAZINE - Reader’s car survey 

Triumph TR23 and TR3 April/May 1962 

Reproduced with thanks to Motor Sport Magazine UK and compiled by Bill Revill. 

Bill’s full version appears on the TR Register website. This is an edited summary. 

made about heaviness, but several readers seem 
to have eased this problem with a molybdenum 
disulfide based grease.  

ELECTRICAL 
The most frequent replacement occurred to the 
Dynamo which was changed on 14.5% of TR2’s 
due to an insufficiently strong mounting bolt 
whilst the starter motor failed or required 
overhaul on 7.2%. The dip switch failed on 3.3% 
and the coil on 2.7%.  

INSTRUMENTS 
The most troublesome instrument on the TR 
series is the speedometer 27% of which required 
replacement cables. The rev counter cable was 
replaced on 7.2% and the temperature gauge 
failed on 7.2%. The fuel contents gauge fails on 
1.3% of the survey cars.  

BODY WORK 
The paintwork of both the TR 2 and the TR 3 
came in for a great deal of criticism. No less than 
39% of owners remarked on fading paint work or 
excessive rusting. The main areas of rusting are 
found in the on the wings where the rain is 
trapped, causing fairly rapid deterioration. A 
number of owners also point out that the floors 
beneath the passenger seat rust very badly. 
Water leaks under the body interior were 
mentioned by 5.3% and rusting of the chromium 
plating as mentioned by 4.6%. Other body 
defects referred to include dropping doors, 
defective door locks and minor rattles.  

OTHER SERIOUS DEFECTS 
The reputation of the TR series for ruggedness is 
not exaggerated with few people chose to make 
any remark under this heading. The only 
complaint which occurred was with the muffler, 
reported by 13% of respondents. 

SUMMARY 
Motor Sport Magazine of the day offered no 
conclusions or summary aside from observing 
the general ruggedness of the TR sports cars. 

This survey taken amongst predominantly UK readers of Motor 

Sport Magazine on the user’s views of their Triumph TR2 and 

TR3 and published in their April 1962 edition. It provides 

statistics and comments from owners of their cars when they 

were a modern vehicle.  

Published in April 1962, manufacturers had a chance to respond 

in the May 1962 edition.  Read full version for details. 
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CAR CLUB Chat 

YouTube channel progress              

Thank you to those that have subscribed 
to our YouTube channel. We have just 
over 100 subscribers now. 

YouTube is "run" by a computer algorithm 
which pushes content if it thinks it is 
getting more popular. That way, they can 
attach advertising to it and YouTube can 
make money. To become popular, it 
requires "Subscribers", "Likes" and 
"Comments", so if you can do any, it will 
drive the channel out further. 

We have subscribers from across the 
world, mostly people in the Triumph 
community who enjoy watching. Notably, 
"Cheftush" is a subscriber- he is one of 
the best-known authorities on Triumphs 
and lives in Toronto, Canada. He often 
comments on our productions. He runs 
his own YouTube channel and you can 
easily find his videos. 

Thank you also to Tony Xerri and Rowan 
Burns for contributing videos in the last 
couple of weeks. They are both really 
interesting and informative. 

We produced three videos for the 
Hahndorf Concours and "The Bend" 
produced one on the laps our members 
did on Monday following the Concours.  

I was halfway through doing a "Love 
Where You Live" video with Stuart West 
when his car blew a head gasket! It was 
delayed at the start by weeks of drizzle 
and then mechanical failure. The car is 
back together now but Stuart is overseas, 
so I am looking forward to finishing it off. 

I have a couple of others in the works, so 
look out for more stories soon. 

If you have no idea what YouTube is or 
how to access it, ask a young person! If 
you have a Smart TV or a Smart phone 
or an iPad, you have access, provided 
you have internet. (I am more than happy 
to talk you through how to find it) 

If you have any suggestions or feedback 
for improvement, please let me know. 
Regards 

David Ferguson 

 

 

Contributed by Hugh Maslin 
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USEFUL LINKS 

TR Register New Zealand 

 https://trregister.co.nz/ 

TR Register United Kingdom 

 https://www.tr-register.co.uk/ 

Triumph Register of America 

 https://www.triumphregister.com 

TR Register Ireland 

 https://www.trregisterireland.ie 

TSOA State Clubs 

• TSOA New South Wales http://

tsoansw.org.au/ 

• TSOA Queensland http://

www.tsoaq.org.au/ 

• TSOA South Australia http://

www.tsoasa.com/ 

• Triumph Owners Tasmania  

http://www.triumphownerstasmania.com/ 

• TSOA Western Australia  

http://www.tsoa-wa.com/ 

CAR CLUB Chat 

Triumph Sidescreen  

birth certificates 

Need one for your car? 

Contact Bob Watters  

(details page2). 

John Murn, the founding 
President and Life 
member of the Register, 
dropped in to the 
Sapphire Coast Chapter 
coffee morning one day. 

It was great to catch up 
with John who made an 
earlier visit some years 
ago. 

We took the photo 
opportunity of three Life 
Members together, not a 
common occurrence, 
particularly away from 
Sydney where most Life 
Members reside. 

L to R: Rick Fletcher, John Murn & Bob Watters on a typical 
Tathra day. 

Didn’t get to Hahndorf Concours? 

You don’t have to miss out. Check out the 
YouTube footage of events and activities 
ion the club YouTube channel.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC04i3UXu40A604XT-Drd3rQ 

 

Don’t forget to subscribe … 
It’s FREE! 

https://trregister.co.nz/
https://www.tr-register.co.uk/
https://www.triumphregister.com
https://www.trregisterireland.ie
http://tsoansw.org.au/
http://tsoansw.org.au/
http://www.tsoaq.org.au/
http://www.tsoaq.org.au/
http://www.tsoasa.com/
http://www.tsoasa.com/
http://www.triumphownerstasmania.com/
http://www.tsoa-wa.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC04i3UXu40A604XT-Drd3rQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC04i3UXu40A604XT-Drd3rQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC04i3UXu40A604XT-Drd3rQ
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NSW Events  

Andrew Ross in the 
Christmas spirit with Rattles 

Well, what a fabulous time we had at the Hahndorf Concours 
and AfterTour. A huge congratulations to Colin and team for all 
your efforts in providing us with the most wonderful memories. 
We appreciate very much all the planning that goes into 
making such a successful event. Thank you so much. 

With over 4,000km return trip from Sydney, the three-day drive 
over to Hahndorf through rural Victoria into South Australia, 
and the six day homeward bound journey along the Great 
Ocean Road, were also memorable. Read Terry Hicks 
entertaining report of the journey across. The trip back was 
met with all weather conditions - bright sunshine, driving rain 
and gale force winds - and needed skilful driving.  

As this year draws to a close, we reflect on all the fun and 
friendships that our little cars have brought, and look forward to 
another happy year of touring, with plans well advanced for our 
special 50

th
 Anniversary year in 2026. 

 

Coffee mornings and lunch in December  

Wednesday 
10am 

Tathra Pub, 8 Bega Street, Tathra 

• Sapphire Coast Chapter organised run 

• Morning tea 

• Enquiries Bob Watters bobtr3@gmail.com  

Last Wednesday of 
month 
10am 

TSOA NSW Coffee and cake 

• TR Register members invited to attend 

• Morning tea—various locations - see TSOA website - Events for 
exact locations 

• Enquiries John McCormack huon_24@bigpond.com 

Wednesday  

3 December 

10am 

Pie in the Sky, 1296 Pacific Highway Cowan 

• Morning tea 

• Enquiries Andrew Ross andrew@tr-register.com.au or John 
McCormack 

Sunday 

7 December 

8am 

Autobrunch St Ives Showground, 450 Mona Vale Rd, St Ives 

• Cars and coffee 

• Enquiries nsscc.com.au or Andrew andrew@tr-register.com.au 

Sunday  

7 December  

12 noon   

Xmas Celebration Lunch - Nepean Rowing Club, 32 Bruce Neale 
Dr, Penrith 

• Alfresco dining on the deck overlooking the Nepean River 

• Booking numbers needed to Kerrie Holliday by 4 December  
kerrieholliday@hotmail.com 

Wednesday 

17 December 

12 noon 

Picton Hotel, 132 Argyle St, Picton 

• Lunch 

• Booking and enquiries to Jenny  hicksjenny50@gmail.com  

mailto:bobtr3@gmail.com
mailto:huon_24@bigpond.com
mailto:andrew@tr-register.com.au
https://www.nsscc.com.au
mailto:andrew@tr-register.com.au
mailto:kerrieholliday@hotmail.com
mailto:hicksjenny50@gmail.com
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Andrew Ross in the 
Christmas spirit with Rattles 

Kerrie 

Holliday 

Coffee mornings and lunch in January 

Sunday 

4 January 

8am 

Autobrunch St Ives Showground, 450 Mona Vale Rd, St Ives 

• Cars and coffee 

• Enquiries nsscc.com.au or Andrew andrew@tr-register.com.au 

Wednesday  

7 January  

12 noon   

Pie in the Sky, 1296 Pacific Highway Cowan 

• Morning tea 

• Enquiries Andrew Ross andrew@tr-register.com.au or John 
McCormack 

Wednesday 

21 January 

10 am 

Moses Barnes, 89 Argyle St, Picton 

• Morning Tea 

• Booking and enquiries to Jenny  hicksjenny50@gmail.com  

Upcoming events  - for your information 

Tuesday 

10 February 

12 noon 

 

 

International Drive Your Triumph Day 

• Drive to lunch at Audley Weir in the Royal National Park 

• Dine at Audley’s Dance Hall Café, 2 Lady Carrington Drive, Royal 
National Park 

• Bookings and expressions of interest to Kerrie 
 kerrieholliday@hotmail.com 

16 - 18 May 50th Anniversary Celebration Re-creation 

• Saturday (16 May) re-creation of the first Register run to the  
Norman Lindsay Gallery, Faulconbridge. 
It’s the exact date, 50 years ago, of the Register’s first run. 

• Our cars will be featured inside the grounds at their Vintage Fair  
• We will have our own marquee provided and will have full  

complementary entry including guided tours. 
• Vintage wares, vintage fashion parades, live music, dancing, food 

vans and more to enjoy. 
• Come dressed in the era - you might even win a prize. 
• Travel to Wallerawang, staying at the Black Gold Motel. 

Enjoy a superb dinner at award winning Crib Room Restaurant 
onsite. 

• Sunday (17 May) - a local run. 
Depart on Monday (18 May) morning, avoiding the often dire 
traffic returning from over the mountains on the weekend. 

• Come for the day or the weekend to celebrate this momentous 
occasion for our club. 

Contact John McCormack to reserve your spot, 
huon_24@bigpond.com  

Register members enjoying 
Pie in the Sky café hospitality. 

https://www.nsscc.com.au
mailto:andrew@tr-register.com.au
mailto:andrew@tr-register.com.au
mailto:hicksjenny50@gmail.com
mailto:kerrieholliday@hotmail.com
mailto:huon_24@bigpond.com
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TASMANIAN Report 

David’s car 

Four of our nine Tasmanian members attended the Concours at Handorf. We didn’t all go the 
same way, but we did all return on the same Spirit. 

14 October The Rochesters in their black TR3B travelled up from Hobart with the roof 
down. They waited for David Pearce (Peerless GT) and Jude and I (TR2) in 
the Spirit carpark. We checked in together but, in the queue, to get on the ship 
the 3B blew a radiator hose.  
The short story is the RACT was called and replaced the offending hose 
which Stephen fortunately had. The TTline staff and the wharfies were all very  
helpful and the TR3B made it to the ship amongst the trucks. The staff are  
always excellent.  
This led to a discussion of John McCormack’s spare parts list and what to 
bring. What we did have between us included complete distributer and leads, 
fuel pump, fuses, bulbs, hoses, spark plugs, dzus fasteners and a coil. (WD40 
gaffer tape and epoxy metal replaced glue which are not really spares). 

16 October Jude and I had a lengthy stay in Penola drinking coffee while David arrived 
only to stay there and get his distributer rebuilt. We eventually left and caught 
up with the Rochesters and Keith who were travelling with several Victorian 
members. This was not one of the better trips from a weather point of view, 
the TR2 not being watertight. 

17 October Jude and I drove to Barossa for the day to go to a winery with some friends for 
lunch. We saw the winery where the Good Oil was made. 

18 October All the Tasmanians very much enjoyed both the Concours and Dinner -  
meeting old friends and sharing a common interest is what the Register is all 
about. Thank you to Colin and Juanita and all whose efforts made this  
happen. 

19 October “Bay to Burwood“ - what an awesome group of cars and such a great event. 
Thanks to Colin who stayed back when we got separated and led us until he 
had troubles of his own. Several of us had our cars running hot; they are not 
designed to drive so slowly up hills. It was also great to see the three Peerless 
GTs together. 

20 October The highlight of the trip! Four laps around Tallen Bend. What a magnificent 
facility. A pity it was wet but a lot of fun, nevertheless. David, Jude and I 
stayed for the rest of the after tour particularly enjoying the Gilbert’s  
Collectable Classics at Strathalbyn. 

23 - 24  
October  

David in the Peerless and Jude and I in the TR2, returned to Melbourne via 
Horsham, which was a less eventful trip other than the awful Victorian roads. 

26 October The four Tasmanian cars were on the Spirit together mainly on the lowest 
deck which meant we were last off.  The next day David, the Rochesters and 
us stopped at the Raspberry Farm at Elizabeth Town for breakfast before 
parting ways. 

26 October - 
1 November 

David Pearce in his TR3A and I (TR2) travelled down to the Baskerville  
Historics. We met up with Stephen Rochester who had arrived by Pajero. 
There were a lot more parade events which detracted from the event, but it 
was good to see the old cars in action. On the way home my TR2 lost power 
which, after two stops, turned out to be a fuel blockage which eventually 
cleared. David had to do quite a lot of extra mileage in checking on me due to 
the post and wire fence down the middle of the road. 

16 - 21  
November 

Targa Tasmania - This event was much smaller than it used to be with a  
shortened course and more restrictions. Some stages were cancelled due to 
lack of staff. Overall, the feedback is not all positive. 
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Our Cars 
• David’s Peerless is about to have a front 

suspension overhaul. Parts have arrived from the 
Register. 

• My TR2 has already had the carburettors and fuel 
pump stripped and cleaned. The braided fuel line 
between the fuel tap and the pump is going to be 
replaced with a flexible hose incorporating a fuel 
filter. 

TONY’S TEST - the Solution 

In the photograph from page 5: TRs do not always start on their own.  

 

August 2007 trip to King Valley Peter and Margaret Standen’s TR3A being helped by Roger 
Walker and others. 

 
Hugh 

Maslin  

Coming events  

Satur-
day 
20 De-
cember 
9.30am 

Dave’s Birthday Bash - 80 Km for 80 Years 
starting at Devon Hills 

Satur-
day 
17 Jan-
uary 

Parliament Lawn Car Display Hobart 

Tues-
day 
10 Feb-
ruary 

February 10: Drive Your Triumph Day Re-
turning to Miena Great Lakes. Northerners to 
meet at the Village Green Longford at 10.30 
am. Lunch at the Central Highland Lodge at 
12.00pm. 

David & Hugh at the Baskerville  
Historics 

Cars at Gilbert Motor Museum 

Hugh’s car 
lining up and 
on the Bay to 
Birdwood 
(below) 

The ‘good oil’ secured. 

A HUGE thanks to all the contributors to 

Sidescreen.  

You make it work! 

Best wishes to all for the festive season. Ed 

Photo by Toni Cuenca on Unsplash 
 

https://unsplash.com/@tonicuenca?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-close-up-of-a-christmas-wreath-on-a-red-background-CvFARq2qu8Y?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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